ALEKS
On-line Math Curriculum


I have 3 children.  Two of them are math-naturals.  The other one?  There isn’t anything about math that makes sense to that child!  So, over the years, I have approached math from every angle I could possibly come up with.  I have used 6 different math curriculum (some for extremely short periods of time!).  I have bought and made games.  I have bought and made manipulatives.  I have made math into an active subject for my kinesthetic learner.  But sometimes, I just wished there was someone else available to teach my child math.  Tutors always seemed too expensive, and sort of like I was admitting defeat.  If you have found yourself in a similar situation, ALEKS just might be your “man.”  


ALEKS (Assessment and LEarning in Knowledge Spaces) is an online math curriculum that is designed to target gaps in your child’s learning through artificial intelligence.  It offers math curricula from K-12th grades, including a high school chemistry math course and bilingual math for grades 3-11.  From grade 3 and up, the lessons are tailor-made for your student, following their initial assessment test.  

One of the things I really liked about the program was the reporting and tracking features.  For the child, their progress and lessons are tracked on a pie chart that gets gradually filled in with various colors for the different skill sets that are targeted for their level.  This allows the child to see at a glance the type of skills they will be working on, and how far they have come in each one.  From that pie chart they can also choose the skill set that they would like to work on next – either working on a certain skill to completion, or varying their activities for a more rounded approach.  For the parent, a student report is emailed to you each month, with information on what the child has done, what skills they are still going to be working on, their complete history, and more.  It’s a very comprehensive and easy-to-read report, giving you an overview of each child’s work and progress at a glance.


The other thing I liked about the program is that my kids loved it.  Even my “non-math” student!  The format is engaging and there is usually only one problem per screen, which keeps distractions at a minimum for students who have issues with that.  If they get stuck in a certain area, or tired of those kinds of problems, they can select another skill set from their pie chart and come back to the other one later.  


This program can be used as a stand-alone math curriculum for school, as a supplement for extra practice, or as temporary assistance in a difficult concept or life stage.  The cost is $19.95 per month, which comes out to approximately the same cost as Teaching Textbooks for one school year.  This might be too steep for many homeschooling families, but for others, it might be their “saving grace.”  ALEKS does offer a one month free trial, which is nice, so you can try it for yourself and see if it works in your situation.  

www.ALEKS.com
