All About Spelling
Leveled Spelling/Reading Program & Homophones book


Before I start saying anything about this product, let me say this… “BOY!  Do I ever wish this had been created in 2000 when I started homeschooling!!!”  In terms of usability in my own schooling, this is the product that stands out above all of the other products that I have reviewed so far this year.  That said, the name of this program is a misnomer.  This is far more than a spelling program!  This is not in the same ballpark as “Spelling Power” or “A Reason for Spelling” or “Abeka Spelling” or any other “spelling” program.  This is a completely different animal – kind of like comparing a lion to a mouse!  
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All About Spelling was created by Marie Rippel.  It is a multi-sensory spelling program that teaches children how to spell – starting from the very beginning of learning the sounds of each letter and letter combination.  Now, here’s where I get excited.  Are there certain words or phrases that catch your ear and pique your interest in certain types of products?  I have a friend who says that she will buy almost any book if it is called “The Complete Book of….”.  For me, it’s “multi-sensory.”  When I see the word multi-sensory purposefully used in a curriculum, that gets my attention.  First of all, because early in my homeschooling career, I had a learner with learning differences, and multi-sensory was one of the keys to getting him back on track.  Secondly, because my children all have different learning modalities that speak to them most effectively – and a program that is truly multi-sensory in its approach is going to benefit all of my children.  Don’t you get tired of trying to find a new curriculum because it worked great with your first student, but when the next one gets to that point of learning, they just don’t “get it?”  With multi-sensory approaches, this is far less likely to be an issue.  


I had the opportunity to review 4 levels of the All About Spelling (AAS) program and its corresponding accessories.  Levels 5 & 6 will be out soon, bringing the program up to the high school entry level.  Honestly, there is a lot to love about this program.
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The price is right.  Levels 1 & 2 of the spelling program cost only $29.95.  (These are not graded, but leveled. Each child completes a level at his/her own pace and then moves on.)  There is a one-time investment in the program of the manipulatives and an optional audio CD.  The manipulatives run just under $16 and the audio CD (which truly is optional) is $14.95.  Levels 3 & 4 are $39.95.  These prices include the teacher’s guide with lesson plans and the student materials.  

2) All the preparation (except for cutting apart all the flashcards – but that will be remedied soon with pre-perorated cards) is done for you.  The teacher’s manual includes easy to follow lesson plans that you can just open, read and implement.  

3) It teaches using a natural progression of learning, teaching the child the phonograms (letter sounds) and then moving to combinations and words.  The phonics rules that govern spelling in the English language are learned as you go, causing the spelling of words to make sense as you learn them.  

4) It is truly multi-sensory, allowing children to use hearing, seeing and doing in their learning process.  The magnetic manipulatives are wonderful tools and easy to use.  The best thing about them, is that children who are slower writers (like boys – and especially left-handed boys like mine!) don’t have to worry about the mechanics of writing in order to spell and read.  That can come later after their fine motor skills are more mature.  

5) It is extremely versatile.  Level One of the AAS program is not just a spelling program, but a complete phonics, reading and writing program.  The only thing I found lacking was an early reader to go with it, but lo and behold – Marie told me that a reader that corresponds precisely with the words learned in Level One is due for publication in a few months!  AAS can be used with early learners (Kindergarten and 1st grade) as a beginning point for reading and writing instruction, or it can be used to remediate older students who are struggling with phonics and spelling.  Every student would start with Level One, but older students who are already reading to some degree will go through that level fairly quickly, relearning concepts they have forgotten, or learning concepts they were never taught, and then move more rapidly to the other levels.  

6) The extras are great also.  Marie has some phonogram games that are beautifully done and a lot of fun as well.  These games correspond nicely with the overall program and provide additional practice with sounds and spelling.  
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All About Homophones


I also reviewed the book “All About Homophones.”  This book is an excellent and fun tool for use with students who are reading.  This 240 page (!!) book is packed with dozens of games, worksheets, puzzles, riddles and more that teach the differences between those tricky homophone words without stress.  The book is available as a paperback or ebook for $27.95 - $32.95, depending on the version you purchase.  One book covers everything you need to know about homophones for grades 1 – 8.  Never bee confused about witch word two use again!  (  Not only are the worksheets and activities fun to do, they are even fun to look at.  The pages are well-designed for children.  I don’t even think they would think of these as school work at all!  

Like I said, there is a lot to love about this program.  For the ease of use, the price and the comprehensive approach – I can’t think of a better early learning program (or remediation program for older students).  This one gets 5 stars from me, and will also be the program I will use with my up and coming early learner.  Having done extensive research in the area of phonics and handwriting instruction after running into multiple problems with my oldest years ago, I am VERY particular about my phonics and writing programs for the early years.  I really can’t think of anything not to like about this system.  I am even thinking of running my 5th and 9th graders through a few levels to improve their less-than-stellar spelling skills!  

Try it for yourself!

http://www.all-about-spelling.com
http://www.all-about-homophones.com
