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Artistic Pursuits was one of several art related products I have reviewed over the past few months.   I have enjoyed each of them, even though art is not a subject I have a great deal of comfort teaching.  I never really enjoyed art much in school and early on in my homeschool career, I wasn’t altogether sure I needed to teach it to my children.  But, I began to see artistic flair in each of them as they were exposed to various art media, and so I have sought out art curriculum that will nurture those gifts.  They have continued to develop their gifts and skills and I have been surprised and astonished at some of the results, which I never would have expected on my own.  
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Artistic Pursuits has been one of my favorite ones, probably because it provides specific instruction in one aspect of art (in this case – drawing), building upon each concept in a way that is easy for me to understand and easy for the kids to implement.  This curriculum allowed me to teach art to my children in a way that continues to build their skills, but doesn’t require any skill on my part!  (  Now, that’s a good thing!


I reviewed the Junior High Book 1 – Elements of Art and Composition.  Not only does this book teach the various elements of art in an easy to comprehend and practice way, it also develops an appreciation for various styles of world art by studying and replicating art from around the world.  

For example, the first lesson in this book is “Space.”  In learning how to fill space with drawing, you study a piece of Indian art depicting an elephant chasing an Indian man.  You read the story of the six blind men and the elephant and practice filling space by recreating the painting and the story in drawing.  For the second lesson, “Line,” you will study a Japanese painting of a horse, drawn only using various types of lines and will recreate this and other horse drawings using lines of various types.  The third lesson deals with “Texture” and studies another Japanese painting of underwater sea turtles.  During this lesson you learn how to show various textures in drawing and practice by drawing and “texturing” several different types of animals.  The lessons are not hard, but do increase the student’s understanding of art elements and how to incorporate those into their own art productions.  There are 4 different projects to do in each lesson.  So far, we have been just doing art one day a week and do 3-4 of the activities in the one lesson.  This takes about an hour.  You could also spread the lesson out over several days and spend more time on each activity.  

I am using this junior high book with my 5th grader and 9th grader simultaneously.  I would suspect that many of the other books would also be easily adapted to multiple levels.  Artistic Pursuits is produced by a homeschool family and offers a large range of curriculum from preschool through high school.  The books are non-consumable and are priced at $42.95 each.  The books are comb-bound and have full-color illustrations.  They are easily used again and again, allowing you to teach all of your children from the same resource when they reach that level.  


From the 4th grade level on up, many of the same concepts are covered, only in varying degrees of difficulty, so you can choose the level of product you need for your children and still get the same quality of instruction, or you can buy 2 different levels (if your children are more widely spaced) and cover the same concepts with them at the same time, but at different levels with projects coordinated for their level.  In the early grades, there is a significant amount of picture study and projects that utilize a variety of media from drawing to pottery to sculpture.
See the full line of Artistic Pursuits products at their website:

http://www.artisticpursuits.com
