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While I have heard of Five in a Row (or FIAR, as it is affectionately known by its followers) all throughout my homeschooling career, it was not something I had ever tried.  I was given the opportunity to review the Beyond Five in a Row (BFIAR), Volume 2 for ages 8-12.  Honestly, I wasn’t very excited about the idea.  


Now, that probably sounds a bit strange, if you know much about me, or about FIAR.  After all, FIAR produces unit studies (quality unit studies at that) and I produce unit studies (which I hope are as good in quality, though not necessarily in aesthetics), and I love unit studies.  So, why not be happy about it?  Well, I’ve never been a big fan of “book” or “literature-based” unit studies.  It just seemed like a little bit of a waste of time to me to do an entire unit study on a certain book, rather than choose a topic and then find a book (or books) to fit with the topic.  So, to me, it has always seemed a little backwards.  


Now, the result was rather surprising, and very pleasing.  The volume I was given had 4 unit study options in it – Sarah, Plain and Tall, Skylark, Helen Keller and George Washington Carver.  I decided to choose one that I was interested in and do the unit study during a bit of an “off-week” when my oldest student was going to be away for a week and my younger ones and I would have more time.  So, I chose George Washington Carver.  And – I don’t think it would be hyperbole to say that it was a life-changing unit study.  As a caviot, I don’t think the life-changingness of it was particularly due to BFIAR, but rather the character of George Washington Carver – but the ideas in the unit study were quite helpful in the process.  There were a few downsides.  First of all, I could not find the particular book that was recommended for use with BFIAR to study Dr. Carver – either on my shelves (which is saying something) or in the library.  So, I substituted one that I did have from the Heroes of History series from YWAM publishing.  I am glad I did.  The book that was recommended was a general resource on Dr. Carver, while the book I had was a Christian publication, and while I haven’t read the other one, I was so glad to get the content and perspective of his spiritual life and how that influenced and drove him to do all that he did.  


Since I was adapting the resource, I obviously had to adapt some of the activities as well, but that wasn’t hard to do, since unit studies are made to be adapted.  It’s sort of their trademark.  I was brought to tears more than once reading the book aloud to my children, and they were extremely taken with his life, including my wiggly, 6-year-old son.  We had fun making our own paints and painting pictures from flowers and plants, making our own peanut butter, mapping his life and travels, eating corn dodgers (his favorite food) and engaging in fascinating discussions on the issues of injustice, racism and civil rights.  It was truly a blessing.  We are now planning a trip to Tuskegee, AL to visit the museum there on Dr. Carver’s life and work.  And, Dr. Carver has now been added to my list of heroes, as well as the list of my children.  

While I’m still not a fan of literature unit studies in a steady diet, I have truly seen the benefit of doing a short, compact study on a certain book or character during a “break-time” or an “off-week” (or two).  


BFIAR offers a plethora of easy to understand activity and discussion options for each unit study in their volumes.  While we didn’t complete nearly all that were listed for George Washington Carver – we still had a thorough study of this amazing man and are better for it.  


I can easily recommend BFIAR to anyone who would like to do a brief (or a longer) unit study on specific book.  It was a fun and meaningful experience for our family.   This volume sells for $24.95.
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