[image: image1.png]



Core Learning
Educational Software


There were several products to review from this company, although only one was a full product title.  The rest were demos or samples, which give some idea of the product, but not a complete picture.  That said, you can take some of this with a grain of salt, knowing I haven’t used each product to its fullest.  


First of all, Core Learning offers a wide variety of professional educational software.  This is not “Reader Rabbit 3rd Grade.”  Their math and language arts software has full curriculum coverage, meeting educational standards in all states.  They have math for all upper elementary levels, language arts grammar instruction for 2nd – 6th grades, critical thinking skills, health education and art and creativity instruction and tools.  For the quality of the product, the prices are pretty reasonable, if you were going to use the software as your actual curriculum.  It would be a bit pricey as a supplement, unless your child was really struggling and you were desperate.  Most of the core curriculum software (math and language arts) are $49.95.  The health courses are $29.95.  The art courses range from $24.95 - $59.95, depending on the software package.  The nice thing is you can download demos from their website before you buy, allowing you to get a feel for how the program works and for the content.  

Art/Creativity

We received the Crayola Art Studio program to use, as well as getting demos of the other art programs.  I would call the Crayola Art Studio more of a “tool” than an art instruction program.  It is sort of like a souped-up version of MS Paint, with more options and versatility.  My daughter, who is the artsy-craftsy person in our family, LOVED it.  She loved drawing, using the various tools for different textures and looks and just playing around with the program.   She particularly liked the realism of the tools in how the color went on the screen – just like it would have with the actual coloring implement on paper.  While I think this would keep her busy during a period of boredom, I’m not sure it would do a whole lot for her in regard to art instruction.  The Creativity Express program (I have used a version of that program previously) does a better job of art instruction.  It uses animated characters and video to teach various art concepts and then allows kids to practice the concepts learned on a variety of projects.  The Corefx Three Level program is a great tool for the more serious minded artist.  The features and capabilities of that program are really too numerous to mention here.  But, if you have a techie kind of artist in your home, or someone who is leaning toward the graphic arts, this would be a fabulous tool for them.
Math

I previewed some demos and samples of the various math programs that Core Learning offers.  Personally, I found them boring.  The computer voice teaching the lesson had little inflection and spoke too slowly for my taste (though granted EVERYONE tells me I talk too fast – so maybe it was just right for the average Joe).  After the lesson is taught, there is a printable set of worksheets (which seemed long and overwhelming to me – and I already knew those math concepts) and a computerized quiz.  If you fail the quiz, you go through the same lesson again.  But, I think that this type of instruction has a place.  There would be some who would enjoy the format and repetition and doing their quizzes on the computer with instant feedback.  The lessons were interactive to some degree, so that might appeal to some kids as well.  

Grammar/Language Arts

The grammar lessons I previewed were very similar in style to the math lessons (so I guess you can figure out what I thought of them).  I will say that I enjoy doing the quizzes online.  (I especially like the way a crowd claps and cheers for you when you get a 100%!  ()  I found the lessons a bit boring however.  But, for the homeschool mom who feels like she is neglecting a systematic study of grammar, this might be just the ticket.  It does cover everything systematically and gives a good deal of practice, both in the program and on worksheets, on the parts of speech.  

Health

Let me be upfront in saying that I cannot recommend this product.  That is not to say that there aren’t a lot of people who would enjoy it.  It did have some entertainment value and there was also some educational value, but the whole package together was not recommendable.  


Basically, the children’s health program seemed like a poor spin-off of The Magic Schoolbus: Inside Ralphie – with hormones.  There are 4 stereotypical, worldly teenagers with British accents and their friend, “Doc,” a 34 year old inventor/doctor.  Doc invents a car that he shrinks with his “shrink-o-matic” and he and 3 of the kids and a mutated chicken go inside one of the other kid’s body and explore it.  The animation was slightly less stellar than the Magic School Bus and the whole exploration had a much cruder quality.  Doc is no Ms. Frizzle.  There was a variety of crude humor and words which I would consider inappropriate.  While exploring various body systems, you can click on a button called “Yucky Bits” and read about some of the less savory bodily functions.  That’s all fine, I suppose, and I’m sure most boys would probably give the program two thumbs up just for that feature alone, but Ms. Frizzle wouldn’t have done that.  She might be odd, but she has a measure of tact.  


So, while the program will probably teach your children all about various bodily functions and systems
(the reproductive system was not covered in the preview I saw, by the way), I’m sure there are other ways to do it more gracefully, and still learn as much or more.  Check out “The Human Body – God’s Amazing Design” unit study by Soli Deo Gloria Resources for an alternative!  (  
Overall

While this has not really been a 5-star review of these products, I do want to reiterate that they are quality software and would have application for various sorts of people.  Also, I think the art and creativity products are fabulous and well priced.  Download demos and samples and judge for yourself at www.core-learning.com.
