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We all know there are more math options out there than you can shake a stick at.  I think I’ve used all of them!  (  Over the years, my math philosophy has changed.  I see it both as a bigger deal, and as not as-big-a-deal, as I did when I started homeschooling.  The foundation of good math skills is critical, but there are more (and easier) ways to go about building it than I first knew.  


Critical Thinking Company is a company that I trust and have used for years.  Their math materials are somewhat new to me, but I am just as impressed with them as I have been with their other products.  They are known for developing solid products that cause a child to think deeply and critically in various curricular areas (hence, the name…!).  


I am a firm believer in learning foundational math skills through activity, games and natural life learning in the early years, but I also appreciate a well-done workbook for practice in forming numbers, connecting visual and abstract images and concepts and other practice.  I mean, why reinvent the wheel, right?  The Mathematical Reasoning workbooks from Critical Thinking are just that – an excellent skills workbook.   I have used two of the early levels (PreK and K) of this curriculum and will definitely be back for more.
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EMPOWER THE MIND!




What do I love about these books?

· The pages are colorful and fun to do. 
· There are very few objects/”problems” on the page, making success very easy.

· Critical thinking concepts, not included in traditional math curricula, are included in these workbooks.

· The child is challenged to work with a concept in various ways, gaining real understanding and ability to use the ideas.

· They are large workbooks (over 250 pages) with heavy pages.

· There is little actual writing required in the early levels – great for those reluctant writers.

· It is all you will need for math in the early years (along with some fun games and activities!).
What don’t I love about these workbooks?

· Not much – but one thing is the paper that they use.  It has a glossy finish, which looks great, but it’s nearly impossible to erase pencil from.

· Also, the ink that they use transfers to the next page.  Therefore, if you are circling objects on one page, the color from the opposite side will be transferred to the next page with the pressure of the pencil.  

· The price – they run $32.99, which isn’t bad for an entire math curriculum, but there are cheaper math workbooks out there.  (Keep in mind that you do get what you pay for, and these are superior to most.)

You can see sample pages of each product on their website and see more about the scope and sequence as well.  I do recommend this product!
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