Deeper Roots Bible Study
Discovering Christ-Like Habits
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This series of Bible study materials by Jan Harris and Howard and Bonnie Lisech, created for students of all ages, has been one that I have looked at for several years.  Having a chance to review one of the curricula for 7th – 9th graders was a treat.  The Bible study materials come as a 2-book set – a Teacher’s Guide and a Student Workbook, both spiral bound.  The Teacher’s Guide is almost 300 pages, just to give you an idea of the depth of study this curriculum contains.  This book, the third in the “Discovering series,” has 86 daily lessons, including in-depth Bible study, supplemental material, activities, worksheets, memory work and tests.  Appendix pages in the Teacher’s Guide provide all the worksheets, tests and answer keys.  

For someone looking for a deep and meaningful Bible curriculum for their junior high and high school students, look no further!  This is it.  The study causes the students to really dig in to their Bibles and glean from the Scripture itself, the truths that make up the theme of the study – in this case, Christ-Like Habits (Growing Faith, Our Ever Present Helper, The Secret of the Will, The Gift of Prayer, Celebrating God, and Feeding on God’s Word).  There are rich present-day examples, giving feet to the concepts being studied and many sound application questions and exercises that force the student to interact with the material on a personal level, not just read through it on the surface.  


Another thing I love about this curriculum is that the authors have a missions background and it is evident throughout the studies.  Unreached people groups, with explanations and beautiful illustration, are presented before each unit, giving the student the opportunity to know more about God’s people around the world and pray for them specifically.  

The price for the curriculum (for what you are getting in it) is reasonable.   The Teacher’s Guide for the Homeschool edition of each level is $28.95 and the Student Workbook is $19.95.  Each book would take approximately one semester to complete, so your total cost for the year would be $97.80.  That might be a bit steep for some families, but it isn’t a bad price for the quality of the Bible program you are getting.  


There are a couple of drawbacks to the program from my personal perspective.  First of all, in my situation, I am teaching a K, 5th, and 9th grader.  For our Bible time together, I need a program that can be used by everyone.  There may be parts of this program that would be suitable for that, but it really is designed to be done in the workbook and with the various activities.  A lot of adaptation would be needed to allow the 5th and K student’s to join in meaningfully.  So, that makes the curriculum good for only one of my students.  That is not such a bad thing in itself either, except that it is also designed for significant amounts of teacher/student (or parent/child) interaction.  I generally tend to teach Bible with all of my kids together, and then assign the older ones independent Bible studies to do on their own.   This particular approach is really set up more like a class – where there needs to be significant amounts of interaction between the teacher and the student.  While that will doubtless result in a very rewarding study for both people, it just doesn’t fit into our school framework at this time.  Nevertheless, it is possible for the student to get a lot out of the study if they just do what they can do on their own, but probably not to the extent that they would if someone was working with them.  


The other drawback is that there are additional resources needed to really cover all of the aspects of the study, such as other books and videos.  I was not able to find the resources listed, so we were not able to incorporate them.  


The other important consideration in any curriculum is what the students think of it.  My 13 year old son’s comment was, “It’s pretty cool.”  This is a relatively high compliment from him!  When pressed further on what he liked about it, he said he liked the fact that you could learn a lot without taking a long time.  Each lesson (without the extra activities) only takes about 15-20 minutes to complete, and yet goes deep into the material.  

So, overall I would highly recommend this curriculum for a deep and meaningful Bible program.  But, be prepared to spend time with it.  If you are only teaching students in the 11-14 age range, you can easily use it with all of them at once (just buy separate student workbooks) and it would make for a great time of Bible study together.  If you want a Bible study that can be done independently by your student, this may not be the choice for you.  Be sure to check out their other products as well.  They have Bible curricula for 5th grade through adult and many wonderful missions resources!  
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