Friendly Chemistry

This was a tough product to review.  Why?  Well, for one, because it is one of those “critical” curricula of homeschooling – high school science.  You know, those courses that seem to “matter” more than some of the others, at least in terms of a transcript and college preparation.  So, I feel like whatever I say has to be really sound.  Secondly, it was just a lot of material to go through.  Thirdly, it was hard because there are things I love about it, and things I … well… don’t.  


Friendly Chemistry is a high school science course developed by Joey and Lisa Hajda.  They have wonderful credentials, both from a science perspective and from an educational perspective.  Joey holds a doctorate in veterinary medicine and a master’s in secondary education and Lisa has almost completed her doctorate in education.  They have homeschooled their 10 children from babyhood through high school.  The course was developed to give students, particularly those without a scientific bent, a hands-on, fun approach to learning chemistry – a class that often trips up non-scientific students.  


When you purchase Friendly Chemistry, you get 2 binders (a teacher’s manual and a student manual), a set of element cards and ion cards (that you cut apart yourself), and a Doo-Wop board (a game to learn the configuration of atomic electrons) with accompanying markers and dice.  


My high schooler is doing biology this year, but we took a month off to work through some of the chemistry lessons in Friendly Chemistry.  I also had my 5th grader work along with us.  We went through lessons on the periodic table of elements, atomic structure and quantum mechanics (yes, I started losing my 5th grader there…().  The lessons are easy to understand and have fun elements included in the learning, such as bingo and other games, hands-on activities, etc.  The labs are done using common items that are easily obtainable and the lab sheets are given to you to complete.  We had fun learning the periodic table through games, making a model “birthday” atom (the atom corresponding to their birthdate) and burning up marshmallows (among other experiments).  There are several worksheets for each lesson for additional practice on the concept in that lesson and an exam for each lesson.  Answer keys are included for all worksheets and tests.  There are 32 lessons, making it come out fairly nicely for a one year study at one lesson per week (the lessons do take more than a day in most cases).  

So, here’s what I liked.  I love the hands-on approach to the lessons.  I’m all for anything multi-sensory.  I like the conversational writing style, making the lessons easy to understand.  I like the amount of work per week – it was very doable.  


However, there are a few things I am not so keen on.  First of all, though it does claim to meet all the standards for high school chemistry (at least in Nebraska) and to cover all the information needed in a high school chemistry class, I’m not completely convinced.  There is certainly a LOT less information in here than in, Apologia, for example.  Is that because Apologia is overkill, or because Friendly Chemistry is light?  I am not sure, but I generally tend to lean toward overkill anyway.  Another thing is the name.   I agree with most everyone that the idea of “friendly” chemistry is appealing.  I took chemistry in high school and in college and I never thought of either one as friendly!  However, as I look at putting together my high school student’s transcript and portfolio, I’m not sure that listing the text used for high school chemistry as “Friendly Chemistry” sounds serious enough.  


What about the price?  How does that compare.  The teacher’s manual of Friendly Chemistry will run you $60 and the student text (which is consumable) with manipulatives is $75.  That is $135 for one student.  To contrast, Apologia is $85 for the 2 book set (text and solutions manual), and it is non-consumable.  A textbook approach, though, will not give you the hands-on approach that Friendly Chemistry will, so you have to weigh how much that is worth to you.


So, what do I recommend about this curriculum?  I think that for the non-science-bound student – either one who is not going to go on to college, or one that is going into something completely non-science related, this chemistry course would be excellent – even ideal.  For a college-bound student, especially one going into a field of science, I think I would choose a heavier-weight curriculum.  But, that’s just me.  That said, I know that the authors would disagree with me, and their credentials do outweigh mine in this field.   So, I could be very wrong.  Read more and see samples on their website and feel free to contact Joey and Lisa to talk to them personally.  
http://www.friendlychemistry.com/homepage.htm
