Heads Up!

This is a product that I wish I had known about (or had been developed) when my firstborn dyslexic son was little!  It wasn’t something that my little one right now found too useful, but I sure could have seen a use for these tools a few years ago.  


Heads Up! is a company that provides a variety of tools and resources for “helping all kinds of special kids.”  They carry everything from reference books to audio helps to manipulatives to special devices – all geared at making learning easier for kids with various sorts of learning differences (and their parents).  
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The products I reviewed were reading aids.  Thin, plastic, colored overlays in various sizes provide guides for children who are easily overwhelmed with the vastness of a printed page or those who easily lose their place while tracking.  The large Heads Up! frame (in 6 colors) is 4x9 inches and is used for blocking off a particular section of a page.  This provides the distractible child a reference point when they look away from the page and lose their place, wasting valuable time.  The smaller frame is approximately 3x3 and can be used to frame a single math problem – eliminating the confusion of the rest of the page.  
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Heads Up! readers are also available in 6 colors and have a highlighted color strip in the middle to assist with visual tracking.  Above and below the highlight strip is solid, opaque colored strips to block out the surrounding lines.  The Heads Up! Top of the Line and Double Time products are smaller, narrower strips of clear plastic that are opaque at the bottom and have a clear highlighted color strip at the top for tracking while reading.  The Top of the Line has only one line of print visible and the Double Time allow two lines of print to be visualized at once.  


All of these tools are designed to assist with focus for children who have difficulty in that area, or to assist with physical limitations such as visual tracking problems.  All of the above mentioned tools are $1.00 each, making them easily affordable for families who have children who struggle with attention or vision issues.  


Visit the Heads Up! website to see their full line of tools, products and resources to assist any family who is dealing with learning differences.

www.HeadsUpNow.com
