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Homeschool in the Woods        
New Testament Activity Pack 

I have used Homeschool in the Woods products in the past and have loved them.  The problem is my children don’t like them at all!  This is a dilemma to me, since I believe they are top quality products.  I have the full timeline figures CD and the timeline books, which we have used extensively.  We have also used the Old World Explorers Activity Pack.  I love the concept of the Activity Packs.  They have wonderful information, stunning graphics, and creative ideas to dig into the study of whichever topic you choose to use.  I think whether or not a person enjoyed them would really be a matter of personal preference, so I will list out some of the pros and cons that I have experienced and you can decide for yourself whether they would suit your situation. 


The New Testament Activity Pack is basically a lapbook for working on basic New Testament teachings and concepts.  There are activities for the birth, miracles and parables of Christ, the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of Christ, fruits of the Spirit, maps of Paul’s journey, postcards from Paul summarizing his various letters and much more.  In addition to the lapbook, there are writing projects to create an ancient newspaper scroll where the students write various articles about some of the key events of the New Testament.  And, there is an Armor of God game board to use as well.  

Things I love about them:

· The graphics in these project packs are absolutely stunning.  Extremely high quality artwork that is easy to color or shade for a variety of artistic effects.  
· The end result of this activity is a beautiful keepsake that you and your children will enjoy looking through in years to come.  

· The ideas for projects are very creative.  The fruit of the Spirit activity has you coloring pieces of fruit and gluing a fruit of the Spirit and verse to the back of each one, and then containing them all in an adorable basket.  The opening mailbox with postcards from Paul throughout his travels is cute.  I like the interactive picture of Jesus serving the Last Supper to his disciples, where his arms move to offer either the cup or the bread.  

Things that I’m not that keen on (or that my children don’t care for):

· This is an extremely labor-intensive way to study the New Testament (or any of the other Activity Pack topics).  If you have children who are adverse to cutting, pasting and coloring, this type of activity is not for you.

· Related to that is the difficulty level of the activities.  This type of Activity Pack is useful for kids that are mid-elementary and up, but there is so much detailed cutting and assembly, that for younger children (those who might really enjoy the stories and activities) it is quite difficult.  The graphics, while beautiful, really do require some intricate cutting.  I am using this with a 6, 11 and 14 year old and you can certainly tell in the outcomes which skill level each person is at!  

· I had difficulty with this particular Activity Pack in knowing just how to use it.  When I used one of the history packs, it seemed straightforward.  I just read the information that was in the activity and added to it with my own chosen books and we had a wonderful unit study.  But with this one on the New Testament, and most of the activities being commonly known stories, events or passages, I wasn’t really sure what to do.  We ended up just reading the passages that were associated with the activity, but they were such familiar passages to my children, that on top of the tediousness of the cutting and coloring, they found the whole exercise fairly boring.  The male part of our family does better with didactic discussions than lapbooking!  

· The other part of these Activity Packs (this one and the last one I did) that I don’t care for is the amount of printing.  Some activities require 8-10 pages of printing for one little mini-book or graphic.  And that is often divided between some that needs to be on cardstock and some on paper and some double-sided.  

In conclusion, I will say that if your children really do like lapbooks (and I have one that really does) they will probably enjoy these Activity Packs immensely.  If you have teenage boys, however, who do not like detailed crafty activities, they probably will rue the day you bought it.  It will all depend on your children’s preferences.
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