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Preschool Online Music Program


I think music lessons are something that many homeschool families incorporate into their learning.  After all, there isn’t any music class or band or anything to give lessons for free.  So, music lessons are often a resource that we look for.  For the younger set, Kinderbach is a wonderful option in this regard.  

“Miss Karri” McGregor teaches children ages 3-6 how to play the piano in fun online lessons using web video and printable activity.  Music theory, note reading, and actual piano playing are all a part of the curriculum.  This curriculum comes in an online format and DVD format.  With the help of a cartoon character named Frisco and his donkey friend, Dodi, children learn the sets of keys on a piano keyboard, the beats of notes and many more musical concepts.  The format is engaging for young children and the printable worksheets have appropriate activities that reinforce what they are learning and provide additional practice.  

My youngest son is 5, and he and I sat down a few times to go through some of the lessons.  The pace of a few of the lessons seemed to drag a bit, causing him to become bored with the repetitiveness of the lessons.  But, he did enjoy Frisco and Dodi and I found him remembering the concepts he had learned later on when he was playing with our piano.  I think the format and approach are geared to the younger end of the recommended age range, but that could just be a personal preference for each child as well.  


The benefits of using Kinderbach are many.  Music lessons take place within the convenience of your own home.  You can do all the lessons in the program using just a simple child’s keyboard, so there is no need for expensive musical instruments.  The instruction and activities are on video, eliminating the need for any preparation on mom’s part.  The worksheets are easily printed and the video walks the child through them step-by-step, helping them complete each one.  Multiple children can take lessons at one time, cutting down the cost even more.  

The cost of Kinderbach comes out to less than the average cost of piano lessons or children’s music classes, such as Kindermusik.  The online program is the most cost effective format, with an annual fee of $85.95 per year, or a monthly rate of $14.95.  The “at home” products on DVD and activity books range in price from a starter package of 5 lessons for $53.95 to the complete one-year package for $217.75.  They also have a 30 day money back guarantee, and you can do the first 2 week’s worth of lessons on-line for free as a trial.  

The real question some people might have is whether or not spending money on music lessons at this age is important.  The answer is controversial.  Some people feel strongly that the earlier you expose your children to the concepts of music theory and practice, the more accomplished they will become.  Other’s feel just as strongly that music is something that can easily wait until the child is older and has accomplished the foundational learning of the 3 R’s.  Those are matters left to each family’s preference.  But, for those who wish to bring music into their learning milieu at an early age, Kinderbach is a wonderful resource.  Check it out for yourself online and give the lessons a try.  

http://www.kinderbach.com/index.html
