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Math Mammoth

I have long been curious about these inexpensive math workbooks from Maria Miller.  Mostly I have seen them as ebooks on various homeschool curriculum site, but I have also seen the printed worktexts.  Figuring out what math curricula to use with my children has always been a puzzle for me, so once I have something that works, I am hesitant to change it.  Then there are the times when I don’t have something that works – and I’m in a quandary with all the options.  Being in the middle of a time of flux again, with my less-than-mathematically-minded student, I was glad to have a chance to try Math Mammoth for the TOS Crew.  

Maria was kind enough to send me two products for review.  One was the complete 4th grade math workbook in digital format and the other was the decimals workbook in print format.  Decimals was the specific skill set we were working on at the time, so I wanted to be able to compare with what we were already using, as a reference point, and also to see what a full year’s curriculum would look like at a level I was familiar with.  Our trial with Math Mammoth didn’t quite go as wonderfully as I would have liked…


Let me first tell you the things I like about Math Mammoth before I tell you about our experience.  
· The price is excellent!  It would be hard to find another math curriculum that fit everyone’s budget the way this one does.  Digital workbooks for individual skill sets start at $2!  The complete curriculum for a grade level runs approximately $27 for the digital edition.  For a little more, you can get a hard copy perfect bound workbook of any level as well.  

· At first I wasn’t sure I would like a digital book for math, but I can see some advantages of this method.  Have you ever had math workbook pages that you really didn’t need and didn’t use?  Do you just throw them away, or try to save them for another child (and then forget to get them out!)?  Not with a digital math workbook.  Print only the pages you need.  If a child needs more practice with that concept, print those pages again and do them another time!  If they “get it” quickly and don’t need much practice, skip them and don’t waste the paper.  
· There are all sorts of options with Math Mammoth to fit your math experience.  If you have a child that really needs to hone in on a specific skill, you can get a workbook just for that skill, or just buy a worksheet bundle.  If you want additional practice pages for a certain grade level, she has those as well.  If you want a complete curriculum for the early grades, those are available also.  So, it’s really customizable for your needs – and without wasting a lot of money on something that won’t work for your child. 

So, why didn’t it go very well for us?  Well, part of that answer lies purely in the user, not in the product.  I have one student who just hates math – in any form and the concepts just don’t come easily.  We had finally found a curriculum that seems to fit this child’s learning style fairly well.  But, I called for a temporary hiatus to that curriculum in order to give this one a try – since they were covering the same subjects.  That was probably a mistake.  So, part of the problem was user error, not product error.  

That said, however, I will admit that there were aspects of Math Mammoth that I found somewhat less friendly than other curricula I have used.  One of those things was that some of the concepts assumed more understanding than what we had happening on our end.  Again, that could be a user problem, but I think there could have been some better explanations on some of the concepts.  Secondly, on some of the work areas, there were not examples given to show the student how to complete the exercise.  Even I couldn’t figure it out, and the concepts were easy for me.  I had to go to the answer key to understand what it was asking for.  Since it is called a “self-teaching text,” that seemed like something that could use some revision to me, in order to be sure that the student can actually use it with minimal assistance – at least for the mechanical aspects of the text.
Overall, I think Math Mammoth is a great product, and with some revisions on the content, would be excellent.  If you are looking for a math product that is easy to use and inexpensive, this would be a great place to check.  The digital version makes it easy for people to access, especially those who live overseas and for whom shipping is a problem.  And for the price, even if you end up not liking it very much, you aren’t out much!  It is an exceptional bargain for the price.

http://www.mathmammoth.com
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