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Math Tutor DVDs

When I first received the Math Tutor DVDs, I was a little confused.  I wasn’t exactly sure how to use them – or at least how they were intended to be used.  After sitting and watching the DVDs for a while, I think I have a better idea – at least of how I would use them.  These video courses are not a comprehensive course in whatever subject area is being taught on the video.  In other words, you could not substitute your regular math program with these videos.  They are really a supplementary tutoring program for students who are struggling to grasp specific skill areas in math.  The website states for each video – “This DVD will improve your grades or your money back.”  That’s a bold and intriguing statement!  
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I reviewed the Basic Math Word Problems and Algebra II DVDs.  Basic Math Word Problems (8 hrs of lessons) covers word problems in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers, decimals, fractions, percentages and ratio and proportions.  Let’s face it, if you have more than one child, you know that word problems are often an area where children get bogged down in math.  Jason (the tutor on the DVD) walks through each concept using a variety of sample problems and a huge white board.  He explains the reasons for doing what you do to solve each type of problem and takes you through the problem step-by-step.  
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Algebra II contains 6 hours of lessons on 15 different subjects, including graphing equations, line slopes, radical expressions, fractional exponents and quadratic formulas (among others).  It is set up the same way, with Jason walking through actual problems in front of a giant white board, solving the problem step-by-step with detailed explanations.  The Algebra II course has an optional CD-ROM set that you can purchase that contains printable worksheets for the various skills, and the solutions for each problem.  I think that is an added bonus and would be a must for someone using this program to shore up a weak area in math.  Only the Algebra DVDs have worksheet CD-ROMs, which is a shame.  They would be helpful for many of the other courses as well.  The cost of the DVDs ranges from $26.99 for the lower levels up to $39.99 for the very advanced courses.  The companion worksheet CDs are $24.99.  DVD bundles are also available, adding additional discounts.  

Essentially, these DVDs are a “Tutor-in-a-Box” (or a CD case).  I would envision using this type of resource for a student who is struggling with a certain skill area.  Let’s say your student is stuck on dividing fractions, or factorial equations.  You could pop in the DVD and click on the lesson for that skill, and let Jason walk them through a variety of problems for that skill.  These DVDs would be especially helpful for people who need a math tutor, but can’t afford one, or don’t live in an area where that is available.  
While I believe these DVDs would be very useful to people needing help with math, there were some things I did not like about them (nor did my daughter, who was my “review guinea pig” for this one).   We found the lessons to be extremely redundant.  Jason tends to repeat himself over and over again.  While that is a good thing for children in the lower elementary grades, by the time a child reaches this level, the redundancy is somewhat annoying.  We also found the lessons to be boring (the redundancy was a factor in that).  Perhaps we’re just spoiled after using Math-U-See for so many years.  Even my “math-hating” student still had to agree that Mr. Demme was a fun guy and made the lessons interesting.  But Jason’s lessons are somewhat monotone and most are WAY too long.  The lesson on subtracting decimals, for example, is 35 minutes long – which seems like a lot for a 4th - 5th grade student who is already struggling in that area to begin with.  I think the Math Tutor DVDs could benefit from a good dose of Charlotte Mason’s “short lessons” philosophy.  All that being said, however, I do think that the Math Tutor DVDs have value as a math resource for homeschooling families who want additional assistance with math – particularly the upper levels of math, where the mom is potentially lost and no help at all!  (  
The website has a lot more information about each DVD, as well as a list of all of the lessons taught on each, and sample lessons that you can watch from most DVDs.  Check it out for yourself – and don’t forget, if it doesn’t work for you, you can have your money back!  That makes it worth a try, right there!
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