Memoria Press

Memoria Press is a curriculum company specializing in curricula from a Christian classical perspective.  They have a variety of wonderful products, from Latin and other language curricula, historical biographies, logic curricula, copybooks, Bible studies and much more.  I will be looking at 3 different types of curricula from Memoria Press.
Famous Men of Modern Times
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This book and its accompanying student and teacher study guides are part of the Classical Studies series.  Each book is full of biographies of famous men from the era – in this case modern times, spanning from the mid-1400s to the late 1800s.  The biographies (men such as Cardinal Wolsey, Napoleon and George Washington) are accompanied by illustrations, many in full color.  The study guides (and teacher guide) provide the teacher and learner with a variety of activities to deepen the study and comprehension of each famous person and his times.  These activities include key facts, vocabulary, comprehension questions, map work, timelines, writing prompts and more.  Additionally, the appendix supplies quotations, poems and texts of original documents for copywork or memorization.  This resource is an excellent accompaniment to the study of history in any era.  The book and accompanying study guides will cost $39.95 as a set, or can be purchased individually.

Book of Roots
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This hefty 240 page book is a vocabulary curriculum from a classical, Latin-based perspective.  The words used in the Book of Roots are derived from Memoria Press’s Latina Christiana I course.  They can be used independently of each other, but are recommended to be used in tandem.  The exercises are designed to expand the English vocabulary, while encouraging proper word usage and spelling.  Latin roots are examined and defined and then English derivations are used in sentences.  Grammatical usage is also practiced and connections are drawn from common cultural literature and media to help students with retention and usage cues.   This is an excellent resource for building vocabulary for middle school students.  Learning the definitions and etymology of over 1,500 English words is bound to help with SAT and ACT scores, and the book should be highly encouraged for any student headed for a career in a medical or law field.  The book is $19.95.  There is a separate answer key available, though I’m not sure why, as all the answers are included in the book.
First Form Latin
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First Form Latin is a new Latin curriculum being published by Memoria Press.  It is still in the Beta test phase, but will be available in its regular version shortly.  The Beta version is available for purchase at a reduced price of $45.  


First Form Latin is a beginning Latin curriculum for older (middle-school) students without any Latin background.  The language and format are at a higher level than the Latina Christiana curricula, so older children will not feel as though they are being talked down to.  The set comes with a teacher manual (including answer keys and tests and quizzes), a student text and a student workbook and a pronunciation CD.  Flashcards are available for purchase as well and a DVD will be available when the regular version is released.  


This curriculum is designed for teachers with no Latin background (like me!) and is easy to follow – both for teacher and student.  The teacher’s guide walks you through the process of teaching Latin in general, as well as using this program.  There are lesson plans, ideas for drills and games, how to teach each section of the student books, pronunciation guides and much more.  All answer keys are provided, and the student page appears in miniature on each teacher page – making reference to the student books simple and uncomplicated.  

This curriculum is an excellent choice for families who are getting a later start in their Latin studies, or for students who have completed Latina Christiana and need additional Latin work before moving to a high school level.  The completed version will be available for $49.95

All of these curricula can be seen and explored in more detail at www.memoriapress.com, along with Memoria Press’s other excellent curricula for classical education.
