Motherboard Books
Computer Science for Homeschoolers


Let’s face it, for many homeschooling families, teaching computer science is a gap that few of us can fill.  Children in traditional school settings do have the opportunity to learn the basics of computer science in elementary and middle school and even more opportunities for advanced learning in high school, for those who are so inclined.  Homeschoolers have to work a little harder to find resources to meet that learning need.  If you have a child who is technically inclined, as I do, and you have spent hours pondering how you are going to adequately foster that skill, you will add Phyllis Wheeler to your “Thank you, Lord!” list!  
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Phyllis, herself a computer techie kind of gal AND a homeschool mom, has developed curriculum of various types to introduce kids to computer science concepts – and they are all geared at homeschoolers.  For The Old Schoolhouse Review Crew, I was asked to review her book “Let’s Make a Web Page” which is a step-by-step guide to building your own web page (and posting it on the web!) for 8-12 year olds.  I had both my 13 year old techno-savvy son, and my 11 year old “not-a-technical-bone-in-her-body” daughter work through this book.  My son said it was “too easy – but pretty cool.”  (To clarify, he is already most of the way through Phyllis’ curriculum for jr high and high schoolers, called “Computer Science Pure and Simple” so much of it had been covered before.)  My daughter thought it was a neat idea, but got bogged down in the technical aspects.  If I sat with her and walked her through it step-by-step, however, she was able to accomplish it with ease.  


“Let’s Make a Web Page” is sold as an ebook in pdf format.  This might be a problem for some people.  It is 60 pages and most of the pages have screen shots that are best printed in color to be truly helpful to the child.  The screen shots, however, are the thing that both of my children thought were the most helpful about this instructional book.  They show the child exactly what they are seeing on the screen at each step and point out precisely what they need to do next and where that step is found.  The web page is built using free downloadable software from the internet, called Coffee Cup (instructions for downloading are included), so there is no additional software to purchase.  The book is $19.99.
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Although I was not asked to review Phyllis’ other curriculum, I can’t write this review without mentioning them.  I purchased “Computer Science Pure and Simple” – a 2 year computer science package, complete with software.  This package is a fairly comprehensive overview of the basics of computer science and costs either $122.97 or $161.98, depending on which version of the software you purchase.  It covers HTML and web design, programming, word processing, spreadsheets and video game design.  Students need to have a basic grasp of keyboarding (typing) and some computer experience to utilize this program.  

For the younger set, Phyllis also offers “Logo Adventures,” which is a simpler version of the Computer Science curriculum for students ages 8 – 12.  The cost for that curriculum is either $89.98 or $128.99, depending on the software version you choose.  The software for both curricula is the same, so you can advance to the Computer Science program from the Logo Adventures program without repurchasing software.


If you are looking for an introduction to computer skills for your technical genius, this is a wonderful place to start.  Phyllis’ books are written to the child and are engaging and entertaining.  The activities are not dull and boring, but have the student doing skills that provide them with instant successful feedback.  I highly recommend these programs!

http://www.motherboardbooks.com
