One 2 Believe

One 2 Believe is a toy company that provides toys with a spiritual purpose.  They have action figures and play sets that depict Biblical people and stories.  Think of it as a Biblical substitute for Power Rangers or Polly Pockets.  Children can act out stories from the Bible, using real-life people who were chosen by God to fulfill His purposes.  


I have reviewed their nativity play set, and it is adorable!  Mind you, this is a play set, not a Christmas decoration.  It is intended to be played with throughout the year.  That said, it does make a great child-friendly addition to your Advent and Christmas celebration and décor as well.  


The nativity set is in their “Tales of Glory” line.  It has 17 lightweight PVC pieces, with all the usual characters, as well as a stable, bale of hay, some animals, a couple shepherds and a palm tree.  (I love the palm tree – it gives the whole set an authentic feel.)  

If you are looking for a nativity set that accurately depicts the birth of Christ in a display fashion – this is probably not it.  This is a toy – a play set.  It has enough characters that you can act out the entire story of Christ’s birth from Nazareth to Bethlehem to Egypt with great flair.  The pieces are fairly durable.  Some sets seem to have some manufacturing flaws with the star coming off of the stable or some characters not standing up as well as they should.  I haven’t had that problem with mine, however.  Also, because the set does have some pieces that are small, or that could potentially come off, it is not recommended for very small children, but that is prominently labeled on the box itself.  There is a little booklet that comes with the set with a story of Jesus’ birth, as well as a parent guide with discussion ideas, but you will doubtless be able to come up with your own tools in this regard that will work as effectively or better.  

Perhaps the one flaw I see with the set, besides the fact that some of the people don’t stand up as well as they should, is that once it is unpacked from the packaging, there is no way to store the many pieces.  You can always buy a plastic box from Wal-Mart or somewhere to put it in, but good storage is an issue for me.  I love it when everything has a place and everything can go back in its place!
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I think the play set is a great tool for kids to interact with the story, and not just observe it.  The characters are cute, but not in an odd way.  My 5 and 10 year olds have enjoyed playing with it immensely.  In fact, when asked, my 5 year old said, “I think everyone should have one of these nativities, because it is aaaaawwwesome great!”  The company has many other play sets based on Biblical stories and characters as well.  They even have play mats on which your child can set up their figures and act out the stories.  The prices are comparable to other action figure play sets – but the storylines are a far greater value!  You can find their products on their website at:  http://store.messengersoffaith.net/index.html. 
