Powerful Prayer Guide
The fervent prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  James 5:16b
The following pages are tools to help you become more effective in your prayer for the peoples of the world, those dying without Christ, and those laboring to bring them the message of the Gospel.  Some are guides that you can pray through, using your own prayers.  Some are prayers based on Scripture passages.  Some are just suggestions of things to pray about for the various groups.  Don’t use them as rote repetitions!  Really think before you open your mouth to read or pray using these tools.  Let them draw you closer to the throne of grace, as you participate in Jesus’ role of intercession.

BLESS
An acronym to guide your prayer for a missionary or people group

B -- Body 

Pray for physical health and nutrition; for protection from illnesses and injury; from protection from danger or harm.

L - Labor 

Pray for renewed energy for their work; for a long-term vision; for expectations that match the Lord’s. 

E - Emotions 

Pray for emotional health and well-being; for deliverance from fears; for stability in mind.

S - Social

Pray for their relationships with their neighbors; for marriages to be stable; for godly discipleship of children; for favor with officials; for unity among believers.

S - Spiritual 

Pray for their spiritual health; for solid, biblical churches that teach the Word; that they would believe the Truth and not listen to the lies Satan would tell them (be specific); for encouragement in fellowship with other believers.

PRAY
Another acronym to help you
P – Praise

Praise the Lord for His faithfulness and for His mercy in choosing us as His children, though we don’t deserve anything but punishment from Him.

R – Repent

Repent of your own complacency in sharing the Gospel.  Confess your sin of not obeying His commission as you should.  Repent of the sins of our fathers against many of the people groups of this world, causing stumbling blocks to the message of Christ.

A – Ask

Ask that the Gospel be proclaimed boldly and accurately.  Ask for protection for God’s people.  Ask that His Word would go out through the nations, for it will not return void.  

Y – Your Will Be Done

Acknowledge that it is only by the sovereign will of God that any of us come to repentance and salvation.  Plead for the salvation of the lost, in submission to His divine will.


For the Nations
Pray for:
· Pray that Satan’s strongholds would be broken over cities and rulers.

· Pray that Christian’s would be bold in their witness and righteous in their walk.

· Pray that the spiritual eyes of lost people would be opened to see their need for a Savior.

· Pray that the Lord of the Harvest would send out laborers into the harvest field – and that those laborers would be obedient to his call.  Is He calling you?
· Pray that godly leaders would be put in place to lead the country in uprightness and integrity.

A Scriptural Prayer For The Nations

Joel 3:12...........Let the nations be awakened!
Isa 1:2..............Let the earth hear the voice of the Lord!
Ps 9:20............Judge the nations in Your sight, Father, and put them to fear,
Ps 9:20.............that they might know themselves to be but men.
Rom 8:22..........Father, the whole creation groans and labors
Rom 8:21..........to be delivered from the bondage of corruption,
Rom 8:21..........into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
Jn 15:26...........Send forth Your Spirit of Truth to bear witness of You,
Jn 16:8.............and to convict the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.
Eze 14:6..........Cause them to repent and to turn from their idols.
Hag 2:7............Shake the nations, so they will come to the Desire of All Nations(Jesus).
Num 23:24........Father, cause Your people to rise up.
Joel 3:11..........Gather Your mighty ones to prepare for war.
Joel 3:14..........Bring the multitudes into the valley of decision.
Jer 49:14..........Send Your ambassadors into all the nations.
Col. 4:3............Open to them a door for the Word, to speak the mystery of Christ, 
Mt 24:14...........that the gospel of the kingdom may be preached in all the world.
Ps 111:6..........You have declared to Your people the power of Your works,
Ps 111:6...........in giving them the heritage of the nations.
Phil 2:10...........Let every knee bow and every tongue confess that Jesus is Lord!
Isa 61:11...........Cause righteousness and praise to spring forth.
Hab 2:14...........Let the earth be filled with the knowledge of the glory
Hab 2:14...........of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Isa 43:9.............Father, gather the nations together,
Ps 22:27............that they may worship Thee,
Ps 46:10............and exult Thee in all the earth. 
Gal 3:8...............Let all the nations be blessed through Your people,
Zech 14:14.........and let the wealth of the heathen be gathered together
2Kin 22:5...........and be delivered into the hands of Your people for the work of the Lord.
Isa. 49:6............Send forth Your salvation to the ends of the earth,
Mk 12:36...........and make Your enemies to be Your footstool.

For Missionaries (foreign and native)
Praying Though the Week for Missionaries

Day 1: Sunday - The Missionary's Own Relationship To God
· Feeding on the Word 
· Prayer Life 
· Filling with the Holy Spirit 
· Maturity and growth in Grace 
· Victory over Satan, Sin and Temptation 
Day 2: Monday - The Missionary's Physical and Emotional Life 
· Adaptation to climate 
· Health in the midst of disease 
· Safety in danger 
· Victory over loneliness and depression 
· Protection from false accusations or discrediting rumors
Day 3: Tuesday - The Missionary's Family Relationships - Husband/Wife and Children 
· For patience and forgiveness with each other 
· Family life as a model for those around them 
· Family members in other parts of the world 
Day 4: Wednesday - The Missionary's Ability to Communicate 
· Language study and fluency
· Effective understanding of relevant Gospel application
· Cultural adaptation and understanding 
Day 5: Thursday - The Missionary's Ministry 
· Teaching, preaching, witnessing and daily friendships with others
· Boldness and clarity – no compromise
· Prepared hearts leading to fruitfulness 
Day 6: Friday - The Missionary's Relationships with Fellow Workers 
· Other Missionaries 
· National evangelists, pastors, teachers 
· Support staff, mission organization, headquarters
Day 7: Saturday - The Missionary's Country of Service Government -national and local political situation 
· Visas and continued open doors 
· Outreach to cities, villages and tribes
· To find favor with leaders and officials 
A Suggested Guide For Praying For Missionaries from A to Z

Anointing - Ask God for the anointing of the Holy Spirit on this person so she or he will be operating out of the Spirit's power not out of human abilities. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 

Boldness - Pray that the missionary will speak the Word of God with boldness.  2 Timothy 1:7 

Comfort - Ask for comfort in those times when the missionary is discouraged broken-hearted or stressed so he or she can pass that comfort to others. 2 Corinthians 1:4 

Direction - Ask that the missionary will be able to sense God's specific direction in his or her ministry.  Proverbs 3:5-6 

Encourager - Ask God to send someone to encourage the missionary.  Hebrews 3:12-13 

Family - Pray that the missionary will be able to guide his or her children in the way they should go and would be the kind of spouse who pleases the Lord. Isaiah 40:11, Ephesians 5:33 

Glory to God - Pray that each minute of the missionary's day will be lived to glorify God.
1 Corinthians 10:31 

Humility - Ask that the missionary will develop a sense of humility rejecting pride.
James 5:10, I Peter 5:6 7 

Insight - Ask that the missionary will see people and things from God's perspective.  Eph. 1:7-8 

Joy- Pray that the missionary will be full of the joy of the Lord in all situations.  Nehemiah 8:10 

Knowledge - Pray that the missionary will crave knowledge of God's Word and apply it consistently.  Psalm 119:105 

Love - Ask that the missionary will be a vessel through which God's love flows to others.
I John 3:16 

Motivation - Pray that this missionary will do his or her work from godly motives not to please other people.  I Thessalonians 2:4 

Needs - Pray that the missionary will realize that in Christ all of his or her needs will be met.
2 Peter 1:3 

Open door - Pray that the missionary will recognize opportunities to share the gospel.  Acts 28: 30 31 

Prayer Partners - Ask God to provide prayer partners for .the missionary people who will intercede on a regular basis.  2 Thessalonians 1:11 

Quiet Time - Pray that nothing will get in the way of the missionary having a quality quiet time with the Lord each day so that knowing who God is and what He does becomes a priority. Ps. 46:10 

Revival - Ask God to work in the missionary's life so he or she will be willing to me6t the conditions for personal revival.  2 Chronicles 7:14 

Servanthood - Pray that the missionary will do his or work with a servant spirit.  Philippians 2:5-7 

Thankful Heart - Ask that the missionary will learn to thank God for what He is doing even in difficult situations.  Ephesians 5:20 

Unsaved - Pray that unsaved people the missionary encounters will develop a hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ in their lives.  2 Corinthians 4:4 

Victory - Pray that the missionary will know victory in spiritual warfare.  2 Corinthians 10:3-5 

Weariness - Pray that the missionary will not get bogged down in having to much to do. 
Galatians 6:9 

X-ray vision - Ask that the missionary will have x-ray vision of the heart to see anything in his or her life that needs confessing; pray that the missionary will desire a cleansed life. Psalm 51 

Yieldedness - Pray that the missionary will be completely yielded to Christ being willing to be dead to self.  Galatians 2:20 

Zeal - Pray that the missionary will have a renewed zeal to share the gospel.  Colossians 1:3-6

For the Persecuted Church

A PRAYER for the PERSECUTED CHURCH

‘I love you, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call to the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.’ (Psalm 18:1-3 NIV) 
O Lord our deliverer, deliver us from evil.
Sovereign Holy God, we marvel at your work amongst the nations and we trust you. As we bring our requests to you, please forgive our sins, overlook our weaknesses and hear and answer our prayers for the sake of your Kingdom and glory. 

We pray today for our brothers and sisters who live with sadness, trauma and fear; and who live with daily hardship, discrimination and persecution because they have taken your name and are Christians in a world that hates Christ. 

We bring before you our persecuted brothers and sisters whose lives and security are daily under threat. We bring before you especially those who are imprisoned and those who are branded ‘apostate’ and sentenced to death because they have turned to Jesus. 

Lord our deliverer, deliver them from evil.
We bring before you our persecuted brothers and sisters whose lives have been shattered by religious repression, violent religious hatred and jihad, as they now face the daily struggle to maintain faith, hope and grace to forgive, as Satan attacks their hearts and minds.

Lord our deliverer, strengthen their faith and deliver them from evil.
We bring before you those who through ignorance, blindness, demonic interference and sin have set themselves against your Church, and yet are merely sinners in need of the Saviour. 

Lord our deliverer, convict them of sin and deliver them from evil.
We bring before you all those who profess Christ and yet are soft, luke-warm, un-caring, un-regenerate, fearful or lazy. Lord, may your Spirit awaken, revive, reform and embolden us all to seek and embrace your call upon our lives as ambassadors for Christ, no matter what the personal cost.

Lord our deliverer, forgive us our sins and deliver us from evil.
We pray to you, the only living God, the sovereign Almighty God for whom nothing is impossible. We ask that you the God of Peace [1] will intervene in the conflicts in this world. We especially pray that you will ‘frustrate the ways of the wicked’[2] and disrupt, expose, and destroy terror networks and the illegal trade in weapons and ammunition. Put an end to this trade in death; shatter its foundations and strike its roots; disrupt its progress and starve it in the field, for the sake of your Kingdom and glory.

Lord, may your Spirit embolden and compel your Church to preach the whole gospel. May conviction of sin abound, may righteousness spring up, may persecutors of the Church be transformed into preachers of the gospel [3], may liberty fill the earth so the sower may overtake the reaper [4], and may all who see it rejoice in the Lord. 

We thank you for your grace and mercy.

Deliver us from evil O Lord our deliverer, so we may live to serve you, for the sake of your kingdom and glory.In the name of Jesus. AMEN
[1] (Hebrews 13:20) [2] (Psalm 146:9) [3] (Gal 1:23) [4] (Amos 9:13)

How to Pray for the Persecuted Church

1. For their physical protection and deliverance. 

Matthew 26:39 "My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt." 

Acts 12:5 "So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God."

Philippians 1:19 "For I know that this shall turn out for my deliverance (from jail) through your prayers."

Philemon 22 "I hope that through your prayers I shall be given to you (from jail)"

Romans 15:30-31 "Now I urge you, brethren… to strive together with me in your prayers to God for me, that I may be delivered from those who are disobedient in Judea".

God had predicted persecution:
Acts 20:23-24 "the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me. But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course"

And the suffering came:
Acts 21:30-31 "And all the city was aroused, and the people rushed together; and taking hold of Paul, they dragged him out of the temple; and… were seeking to kill him."

2. That God would give them the right words and that they would fearlessly make Christ known.
Here Paul tells how to pray for him when he was suffering for Christ in jail -- notice his prayer was not for release. 

Ephesians 6:19-20 "Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should."

Colossians 4:2-4 "Devote yourselves to prayer… praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; in order that I may make it clear in the way I ought to speak."

3. That they will see God's grace as sufficient and God's power perfected in their weakness.  (2 Corinthians 12:9-10)

4. That they would love Christ's appearing all the more. 

2 Timothy 4:5-8 "I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing." 

Hebrews 11:35 "…others were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they might obtain a better resurrection".

5. That they will rejoice in sharing the sufferings of Jesus so that they will rejoice even more when Christ is revealed. 

Hebrews 10:34 "…accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one." 

Matthew 5:12 "Rejoice, and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you."

I Peter 4:13 "but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation."

6. That they will endure. 

Hebrews 10:36 "For you have need of endurance". 

7. That they will choose ill-treatment and the reproach of Christ, not pleasures of sin. 

Hebrews 11:24-26 "Moses… (chose) rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt." 

8. That they will arm themselves with this purpose: to suffer so as to eradicate sin. 

1 Peter 4:1 "arm yourselves also with the same purpose, because he who has suffered in flesh has ceased from sin." 

Hebrews 5:8 "Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered."

9. That they will love Christ far more than life itself. 

Revelation 12:10-11 "they overcame (Satan) because of the blood of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death." 

Philippians 1:21 "For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain."

Acts 20:24 "I (Paul) do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, in order that I may finish my course."
10. That they will love their enemies. 

Luke 6:27-31 "But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you." 

11. That they not enter into temptation -- an easy possibility under the stress of persecution (Luke 22:39-45 - Jesus in the garden)

12. That they will rejoice that they are considered worthy to suffer for HIS name. 

Acts 5:41 "So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name." 

13. That they will remember they were made for such persecution. 

Acts 14:22 "Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God." 

Philippians 1:29 "For to you it has been granted for Christ's sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake."

14. That they will live the joy of the Lord before their persecutors. 

Acts 16:25 "But about midnight Paul and Silas (in jail) were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them." 

Philippians 1:28 "in no way alarmed by your opponents -- which is a sign of destruction for them, but of salvation for you, and that too, from God."

15. That they will remember their unbelievable future glory. 

Romans 8:18 "For I consider that the sufferings of the present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us." 

16. That they would learn to more completely trust in God. 

2 Corinthians 1:8-9 "For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life; indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead" 

17. That they would rejoice that they bear in their bodies the 'brand marks of Christ'. 

Galatians 6:17 "From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus." 

18. That they would rejoice in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's sufferings. 

Colossians 1:24 "Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body (which is the church) in filling up that which is lacking in Christ's afflictions." 

Note: Our sufferings do not add to the atoning worth of Jesus' sufferings. Rather, His sufferings are not known to the world and so we suffer to bring that news to those His sufferings were meant to save.

