Puppetools

Sometimes don’t you just wish you had something to add a little pizzazz to your school work?  Or something that would capture your children’s attention in the topic you’re studying?  Homeschool moms are generally pretty good at finding enrichment activities for homeschooling, but this is an educational tool that I never really gave much thought to, prior to reviewing this website – Puppets.


Jeff Peyton is the owner of this creative website and concept.  Mr. Peyton is an inventor and scientist who is on a mission to help everyone incorporate more play into learning.  A perusal through his website will acquaint you with his philosophies and ideas.  

Based on an innovative simple paper hinge, Puppetools allows you to use one basic concept for a variety of uses.  Honestly, there were some uses mentioned on this website that I would have NEVER imagined as ideas for puppets!  (And frankly, I probably still consider them a real stretch – but maybe I’m just not very imaginative!)  For example, have you considered making and using puppets to teach science concepts like seed germination and plant growth?  What about fine arts?  Lizard communication methods?  Yeah – me neither.  

While the Puppetools website does give you some printable patterns that you can use to get started, the real idea is to get your brain wrapped around the concept of incorporate this type of play into EVERY aspect of education, and coming up with your own puppets to use.  I guess you could even say that you’re combining arts and crafts into all your other subject areas as well.  


Entrance into this website of imaginative paper play will cost you a bit.  There are two subscription options.  You can buy a whole year of access for $99, or you can buy a trial 60-day membership for $20.  The trial membership would really be plenty.  Once you’ve spent 60 days looking through the site and understanding the philosophy and ideas behind the concept, you can take it from there.  


As a homeschooler of multiple grade levels, I have trouble thinking about where to fit in this type of activity.  I do, however, agree that it has potential for making learning engaging and fun.  And, if you have “crafty” kids, they would probably really take off with this concept.  I can picture the reactions of 2 of my children upon announcing that we will be incorporating puppet creation and play into our school day.  Child #1 – “Cool!  When do we start and where’s the paper!?”  Child #2 – “You’ve got to be kidding me!  There’s no way I am creating a puppet to represent the Crusades!”  So, some of it will depend on your child.  

Without buying the membership at all, you can watch an introductory video by the creator of Puppetools and see several examples of puppets made by teachers and by students.  From there, you can decide if this idea will enhance your homeschool journey enough to be worth the subscription.  Check it out for yourself – 

http://www.puppetools.com/index.php
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