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Perhaps the spelling on this title seems a bit off to you.  It did to me too initially.  I learned something new in this preschool program!  (  A “rime” is actually a word.  Rimes are words that not only sound alike, they also look alike – such as cat, pat, sat and bat.  Rhymes, on the other hand, sound alike, but don’t necessarily look alike, such as neigh and way.  

Rime To Read is a beginning reading program that provides you with 20 books which teach your 4- 6 year old child reading, using rime patterns.  For example, the first book in the series is “Pat.”  Nearly all of the words in the book, with the exception of a few sight words such as “and,” “a,” and “the,” have the at sound in them.  The next book is “Dan” and utilizes the an rime pattern for its words.  


The books are all virtual books and can be used online or printed out to hold in your hand.  Membership to the site gives you access to both methods.  The online method shows each 2-page spread on the screen and allows the child to “turn the page” by clicking on the edge of the page.  You actually see the pages turning over.  The other nice feature of the online version, is that if the child is stuck on a certain word, they can click on that word and the computer will read it aloud for them.  With the printable version, things can get a little tricky, depending on what type of printer you have.  If you have a really nice printer that will duplex and has the “booklet printing” option – it’s pretty easy to print out the books.  You can print them as a “half-size” booklet and it’s easy for small hands to hold.  If that is not an option, you can print out the full sheet and staple them together as an 8.5 x 11 book, which would be a bit bulkier.  Also, they are intended to be printed in color, as the rime patterns in each book are color coded for easy identification.  I have both a color printer and a black and white laser – but only the black and white offers the booklet printing option.  I opted to go with a smaller and more manageable book size, rather than the color coding.  The rime patterns still show up as a lighter gray, making them recognizable from the other words in the book.  

I have not really done much with my 5 year old yet in terms of reading instruction (hey, he’s my 3rd child!).  But, I did show him the stack of books from Rime To Read, all printed out with bright colorful covers.  He wanted to know what they were for, so I explained how to use them and he sat and read through the first one.  I was fairly impressed with how well he did once he recognized the rime patterns.  So far, we’ve gotten through 4 books and he’s still interested in doing more – which is a good thing for him!  


There are a couple of purchase options with Rime To Read.  You can purchase one vowel set (4 books per vowel) for $9.99 or the whole set of 20 books for $44.99.  Once you purchase access to the books, your access is for a lifetime, so they can be used with subsequent children as well.  

I’m excited about continuing through this series with my son.  The line drawn illustrations and cute and provide visual clues for the words to be read – but if you don’t want visual clues, they are on the opposing page, so you could cover them up easily as well.  (I know people have differing opinions on whether pictures should be used in reading instruction or not – so you have an option.)  I recommend this reading process for those with young children.  There is a low learning curve for mom, no preparation and the process is systematic.  You can try a sample book at their website – 

http://www.rimetoread.com

