Salem Ridge Press
Fantastic Books!
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Salem Ridge Press is dedicated to bringing back quality children’s literature from the 1800 and 1900’s for a new generation of readers.  The company was started by a 2003 homeschool graduate, Daniel Mills.  It was his desire to see some of the wonderful literature he read during his homeschool days back in print.  While not every book is explicitly Christian in nature, all of the books SRP reprints have strong moral values and promote exemplary character.  This is a company that you can trust when you purchase books – both for the content and the quality of the literature.  


I was privileged to review 3 of SRP’s books.  One was a book for younger children, entitled “Mary Jane’s Book.”  I read this one aloud to my 2 younger children, and they loved it.  Mary Jane is an adorable little girl who learns all sorts of valuable lessons as she interacts with her family.  While the setting belies a bygone age, the values that Mary Jane learns are timeless.  There are other books in the Mary Jane series as well.  
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Another book we read was “Glaucia, the Greek Slave.”  I read this book aloud to all of the children and everyone enjoyed it immensely.  Glaucia and her brother were sold into slavery to pay off their father’s debts.  Their mother disappeared a couple years before, following a scandal which neither child really understands.  But she left behind two parchments, with instructions to her maid that should the children ever be sent away from the maid, she should give each of them a parchment to keep.  Neither of them can read it however, but believe that it might contain some clues about their mother’s disappearance.  The children are taken to Rome where they are sold, but Laon (the brother) escapes.  It is his sole ambition to earn enough money to buy Glaucia’s freedom.  Glaucia, however, unbeknownst to Laon, travels back to their native Athens with the family who bought her.  Laon has some curious encounters with a prisoner named, Paul, who talks of a new religion which is open to slaves and the poor.  Glaucia, simultaneously encounters a secret group of people meeting in Athens who worship an “Unknown God.”  Many adventures follow the two children as they seek to be reunited and to discover the secrets of their missing mother.  Could these encounters with the new religion and the disappearance of their mother be linked?  Read the story to find out more!  A captivating tale!  
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The other book we received is “White Seneca.”  This is the story of Henry Cochrane, a 15 year old living in central New York State in 1774.  He is captured by Seneca Indians and adopted by a brave in the tribe.  Over time, he grows to love the Indian ways and becomes one of the tribe.  When captured by an enemy tribe, Henry must use all of his skills to escape and get back to his Indian family.  But, difficulties emerge as the Revolutionary War escalates and Henry is eventually forced to choose between his Seneca family and his own people.  This book also has a sequel called “At Seneca Castle.”  


These books are quintessential “living books” and there are titles for all different time periods of history and for all different ages of readers.  For busy moms who don’t have time to pre-read all the books they assign for reading, this is the perfect solution.  These are books you can trust – and books which will delight your children with their stories.   See the whole selection at  http://www.salemridgepress.com.
