Schola Publications
The Phonics Road to Spelling and Reading


It would be hard to review this product without taking so much of your time that you would just quit reading!  This is an incredible program!  If you (or someone you know) is the type that dreads teaching your children to read because you’re afraid you’ll do it wrong, or mess them up, or otherwise err in such as way as to be unredeemable (which, of course, is not true…), then this is the phonics and reading program for you.  Barbara Beers, author of this outstanding series of curricula, will take your hand and hold it for the duration of your child’s formative language arts years.  


I reviewed Level One of The Phonics Road, her complete spelling, reading, writing, grammar and composition curriculum for beginners.  The program uses a construction theme throughout the lower levels, representing the building of skill upon skill to create a strong reader and speller.  One thing that is unique to Barbara’s program from other phonics and reading programs, is that she begins with the basic building blocks of spelling and proceeds from there.  Most phonics and reading programs begin with letter sounds and combinations, learn to read simple words, and work on spelling later on, if at all.  Barbara feels that spelling is the key to good reading and writing habits, so she begins there.  

If the idea of putting all of those complex concepts together into one program seems overwhelming to you, don’t let it.  In the Foreman’s Construction Guide (Teacher’s Manual), Barbara has included over 16 hours of DVD instruction for the parent, that teach you exactly what to do and how to do it.  The Guide contains all of the tools you need to teach your child according to the instructions on the DVD as well.  

There are a couple of fun things in the Apprentice’s Building Guide (Student Manual) that are unique to the program as well.  A Handy Dandy Clipboard allows the student to write on the clipboard using clear overlays over and over again with their write-on, wipe-off pens.  They also earn “tools” for their toolbox, which are letter and sound cards.  The readers for this program are unique as well.  Instead of providing small, single line booklets with cute illustrations like most programs, The Phonics Road provides short story booklets with blank boxes at the top for the child to illustrate after they have read the story printed below.  This not only allows the student some creative expression, it also demonstrates appropriate comprehension of the story read and prevents the student from “reading” visual picture clues instead of words.  

There are a couple of potential drawbacks to the program, depending on your situation and preferences.  The first is the price.  This comprehensive package does require a bit more output than a few phonics workbooks and handwriting materials.  The first level complete package sells for $199.  However, you do get what you pay for in this regard.  This is not just some phonics activities - this is a teacher training workshop and early learner’s language arts program all rolled into one.  You have to expect to pay more to get the quality that is presented here.  The second potential drawback may not bother you at all.  That is the DVD format.  I personally do not like the inconvenience of putting in a DVD and watching all of the sessions in order to find out how to implement the program.  Part of that is that this is my 3rd time through early phonics and handwriting, and some of it is redundant (for me).  Another part is that it doesn’t fit my learning style.  I like to see the big picture all at once, and sitting through several hours of video presentations, when I really would rather skim over written material and pick out the parts I need, seemed cumbersome.  However, I would feel differently about that aspect of the program if this was my first attempt at teaching a child to read, or if I was working with a struggling learner and felt like this could be my answer.  So, it really does fall to both personal preference and circumstances.  


Take a look at all that you get when you buy Level One of The Phonics Road, and then visit the website for more detailed explanations of the program and its components.  
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http://www.thephonicsroad.com/level_one.html
