Schoolside Press
The Little Man in the Map


Calling all visual learners!!  This is the geography resource for you!  The Little Man in the Map is one of those books that I had looked at several times, and very practically thought to myself, “Why would anyone buy that book?”  Well, I can tell you why you might buy it – because it’s so cute!  And, if you are teaching US geography to young ones (or even older “young ones”) the visual aids provided by this book will reinforce the location of the states, or maybe even be the ticket to remembering them at all!  

[image: image2.png]



The Little Man in the Map is a fully-illustrated, colorful, hardback book designed to aid children in learning the location of all 50 US states.  The key (and thus, the name) comes from the 5 states running right up the middle of the continent, which look like a little man with a goofy hat on his head.  Really, it does!  Look for yourself.  It’s a profile – Louisiana is his boot, Iowa is his face (looking east), Minnesota is his goofy hat and Arkansas and Missouri are his pants and shirt, with a big round belly.  The little man, or “MIM” as he is affectionately known, jumps off of the map during class one day and takes the kids on a tour of the United States, giving them cute little clues and personalities to make them come alive.  For example, to find the New England states, you flip on the “flashlight” (New York) and it illuminates the New England states.  The whole story is told in rhyme, which is catchy to read, even to very little ones – though elementary aged kids are going to get the most out of this book.  

As I reviewed the book, I was thinking to myself, “This would be just about perfect if there were lesson plans that came with it to give you a comprehensive geography curriculum.”  So, the wheels began to turn as I thought about how a unit study might be in the making, when suddenly, the author sends out an email to all the reviewers, informing us of his latest product - a Teachers’ Guide and crossword puzzle for the book!  Perfect!  It has activity suggestions, games, songs, writing assignments, etc. for grades K-6.  I’m not exactly sure how you get this resource, because I can’t find it available on his website, but I think he mentioned it was still in the works.  

In addition to the book itself, there is a wall map of The Little Man in the Map, which has all of the same visual clues as the book teaches, and there are free coloring pages that can be downloaded from his website.  The book is sufficient, however, for most of what a homeschooler is going to want to do.  The book is available from the author (and many other sources) for $19.95.  Another book on state capitals is also in the works to be released in the near future.  


If your geography instruction is in need of a little pizzazz, give “MIM” a try.  It is fun and fresh – a great addition to a homeschool library.  One caveat – if you are the type who does not want anything that smacks of fantasy or elves or that sort of thing in your home, you may want to know that a few of the (very adorable) characters that make up some of the states are rather “elvish” in nature.  
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