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Through the years, I have used and heard of many art programs for homeschooling, but this was not one of them.  Granted this Christian art program is actually written for a classroom (or co-op) setting, but it can be easily adapted to homeschooling.  I was privileged to review both the K-8 art program as well as the high school art program.  


Diane Spears, an accomplished artist, is the author of these outstanding programs.  Each program is available either on CD (where you would print the lessons yourself) or in a notebook.  
The K-8 grade program is actually that – an entire year’s worth of art lessons and projects for Kindergarten through 8th grade.  At one lesson per week for 9 years, that is 324 art lessons!  Each week’s lessons are the same theme for all 9 years of instruction, but with different levels of difficulty.  So, for multiple grades, all of the students will be learning the same concepts, but at their own level.    This is a plus for using this in a homeschool setting.  Most of the lessons would be able to be done by various ages of students, so even with varied ages, all of the children could do the exact same lesson easily.  The lessons are thematic, according to the seasons, and each one is biblically based, with corresponding Bible instruction.   The CD is $39.95 and the notebook (printed) version (with CD included) is $134.95.
The high school curriculum provides one year of high school level art instruction, worthy of full credit in any accredited program.  The program was written to the students, so they can really go through the course independently.   This is a comprehensive course, including art elements, principles of design, visual perception skills, drawing, painting, sculpting, and much, much more.  The high school program on CD is $29.95 and the hard copy notebook is $69.95.  
This is an outstanding curriculum for art instruction.  That said, there are a few drawbacks that may put a few people off.  First of all, for people with little to no art background, it seems a bit overwhelming.  Granted if you take it one step at a time, you should be able to go through either program without a degree in art – but at first glance, it does seem like a lot.  Secondly, there are a LOT of supplies to purchase with the program.  Some things can probably be left out or substituted, but without a background in art, one would be left wondering which could be done without and which were essential to learning properly.  

Overall, however, I think the art projects are well-done and easily understood.  I had my kindergartener and my 5th grader work on a 2nd grade project together, and both did a great job and enjoyed it in the end.  My high schooler worked through several of the lessons in the high school program and enjoyed them as well.  For someone wanting a comprehensive, biblically based art program, this one ranks well at the top!  See all of Diane Spears’s products and download a number of free lessons at her website - http://www.spearsartstudio.com/index.html.

