SpellQuizzer

This is a fun product!  Think of it as a customizable digital spelling quiz.  SpellQuizzer is a downloadable software product that allows children to practice spelling words or vocabulary words.  The neat thing about this software, over some of the similar online games that are also available, is that this one uses your own voice for the quiz.  

SpellQuizzer provides some standard or thematic spelling lists that can be downloaded, but it is truly meant to be customizable to each student or family.  When you want to use the software for a spelling list, you just click on the icon for creating a new list.  The box then appears for you to type in the word (there is a spellchecker imbedded in the program, so you don’t have to worry about spelling it incorrectly!).  Once you have typed the word, you record it in your own voice, with or without an accompanying sentence.  (Of course, a sentence will make it easier, and if you make funny sentences, it will be WAY more fun!)  Complete the list with the words you wish to quiz, and you’re ready to go.  Give that list a title and your student can find the list and be quizzed – by you – without you even being present!  


This program is a great tool for unit study users, Charlotte Mason-ites and other “informal” spellers.  You can create your own lists, add words that your child trips over, use sentences that correspond to your study to reinforce the learning, and much more.  

Quizzing spelling words is obviously the most common application of this program.  But there are other ways I could see to use it as well.  You could use this program to quiz students on vocabulary words.  Just read the definition and they have to type in the word.  Or, you could create just about any quiz, on any topic, that you can think of – orally!  Record questions for your student over your latest history lesson and as long as the answers are short, you can enter in the expected answer and they have to give it to get it right.  Quiz your kids on their Bible memory as well.  Read the Bible verse they memorized, and have them type in the reference.  Or, read parts of the verse, making a “beep” sound for words that need to be inserted.  They can type in the words that should be substituted for the “beep.”  Use the quiz for states (or countries) and capitals or dozens of other things as well.  
This is a fun and interactive way for kids to evaluate themselves, or to be evaluated, on various learning goals, and a fun way to practice for more tedious tasks.  The program sells for $29.95, but you can get a 30 day free trial if you’d like to check it out.  All you will need in addition to the software download is a microphone for your computer, which is easy to pick up at any WalMart or other electronics store.  
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