The Old Schoolhouse Planner Learning Modules
December Module – “Let’s be Scientists”
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At the beginning of this review process, I reviewed The Old Schoolhouse Planner.  I failed to mention, at the time, that TOS also offers monthly modules to go with the planner.  I have looked over a few of them, but let me tell you just a little bit about December’s module – “Let’s be Scientists.”  


First of all, by way of introduction, let me say that these monthly modules stand alone.  You do not have to buy the planner to buy the modules and they are not really connected to the planner, except that they have a similar format and the same authors.  In essence, these modules are monthly unit studies on a particular topic.  And, better still, December’s module has nothing to do with December!  Not that that is bad, per se, but by the end of December, it would be pretty much useless.  This December goodie, however, will be extremely useful all year long, and for years to come.  


Science is the topic for December, and it comes in all shapes and sizes.  Here’s a sampling of the science topics covered in this module – weather, astronomy, recycling, chemistry, human body, senses and grossology (little known facts about some of the “lesser talked about” human issues, which I’m sure boys especially would LOVE!).  (Did you know, for example, that the average person passes gas 14 times a day, and that it is extremely important to the health of your body?)  But, if that grosses you out, don’t worry, the rest of the unit is very tame!  Each of those topics comes with web links for interactive games, worksheets and information, quizzes, coloring pages and other hands-on activities.  A few of the fun activities included in December are making ice cream in a Ziploc baggie, making crystal snowflakes, glow-in-the-dark jello, and watching your pulse (which is more fun than it sounds! ().  

The modules are $7.95 each, or you can buy them in combo bundles or in a bundle with the planner for a discount.  Now, you might want to ask – “Can’t I just do all that myself?”  Yes, you can!  If you have about 40 hours to do the research!  Basically, the resources have been researched and put together for you in an organized and easy-to-use format.  

Other modules are available as well, starting from July of 2008.  Some of the topics include; Music Mania, God’s World of Extremes, All about Inventors, Celebrate the Holidays and Amusing Mathematics.  All of them are available through The Old Schoolhouse Store.  And I’ll let you in on a little secret….   If the price seems high to you, just frequent the store and watch for freebies.  Sometimes they give away the older modules!  (Don’t forget, it doesn’t matter what month they came out – they are timeless.)  Below is the link to the December Module on science at The Old Schoolhouse Store.  

http://www.theoldschoolhousestore.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=62_153&products_id=8014
