Lampstand Press
Tapestry of Grace

I was so excited to be able to review this curriculum.  It is one of those things that I have debated over many times, but never got up the nerve to actually purchase and use.  So, the opportunity to pick a unit and use it and review it was a blessing.  I chose the unit on Renaissance and the Reformation from Year 2, Unit 2, since that is where we were at in our study.  After using this program for several weeks, I have mixed feelings about it.  This is the most comprehensive and well-done history curriculum I have seen or used.  That said, it has also been the most frustrating.  Let me put that in context.  

There is SO much packed in to Tapestry for history and all of the accompanying subject areas (art appreciation, geography, etc.).  The choices of books are excellent – but there are dozens of wonderful books and resources listed for each unit.  I am someone who hates to “miss out” and having to choose between so many great options often makes me feel like I am choosing “against” something else.  I have such a hard time not doing it all.  And I know I should understand this concept.  It is no different than using unit studies.  But, everything in the unit of Tapestry looks so good!  

TOG is set up as a multilevel curriculum for all ages, so that everyone is studying the same topic at the same time, but at different levels.  While that concept is nice, and was definitely one of the draws for me about TOG, I found it to be somewhat impractical in application.  Certainly everyone is studying the same subject, but because each level really does have such different resources assigned to it (and some overlap, but not most of them) you still have to teach each level separately.  The main text for history is different, the literature (or read aloud) resources are different, the assignments are different, the activities are different…  I found it taxing to modify the different levels enough to truly be able to “teach” my children together, and I was only working with 2 different levels.  To modify and write lessons that combined the various resources was extremely time consuming and laborious.  


I do realize, however, that with any completely new system, there is a period of learning and adaptation necessary before one truly becomes comfortable with the system and how to make it mesh with their family’s situation.  So, I do think that over time some of these issues would be resolved.  
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I reviewed the TOG digital version.  It is a nice system, if you love digital.  However, because of the extensive amount of pages for each and every week’s lessons (think 50+ pages), I think it is almost mandatory to have it printed.  TOG will do this for you through a resource they have partnered with in Atlanta.  If you want your digital edition printed, they will send the rights to print it to this company (run by homeschoolers) in Atlanta, who will print in color and 3-hole punch the whole unit for you and ship it to you for a fee.  It costs an average of $30 per unit to have printed.  Since there are 4 units in each year of study, this would come to about $120 per year, and it is so worth it.  You still have the digital and can print worksheets and additional pages as you wish.  Also, with the digital edition, you will always get any updates to that unit for life.  If you don’t wish to have TOG arrange printing for you, you can print it yourself – but be sure to stock up on paper and ink before starting!  


I also reviewed TOG’s Writing Aids, the optional, and very extensive writing manual that accompanies all of the writing assignments given in every year of TOG lessons.  I found this book to be invaluable in teaching writing.  I have learned so much from it and it has been so instructive to my children as well.  There were writing techniques listed in there that I would not have thought to assign on my own and my children have benefited from this resource.  There are detailed writing rubrics for evaluation that are worth the cost of the resource all by themselves.  Though this resource is designed to be used in conjunction with TOG’s units and writing assignments, I believe it would be valuable all by itself for any homeschooler who wants assistance in teaching writing.  


There are a few aspects of TOG that I really, really love.  I love the biblical approach to history.  I love the evaluation of worldview that is built into the discussion questions and worksheets from the middle school level on up.  I love the teacher’s notes that give the teacher who is unfamiliar with that era of history or event a background knowledge without extensive research on her part.  I am not a truly “classical approach” kind of gal, but I do appreciate the way the classical approach is implemented in TOG.  I think it is less “hard core” than some classical curricula and succinctly combines the best of the classical approach with the best of a unit study approach.  

Whether or not TOG is right for your family is going to take some research to learn.  There are too many aspects of the curriculum to explain here, and I would definitely not be the best one to do it.  Do some research on TOG’s site to see how you think it would work.  Read their philosophy, try their samples (there are currently two 3-week samples available online – the colonization of America and Ancient Egypt).  It is an EXCELLENT and trustworthy curriculum, so evaluate if it will work for your family and give it a try.   Their website has a WEALTH of useful information on the program and if you just want to discuss it with someone, they are most friendly and helpful to talk to by phone.  
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