The Old Schoolhouse Magazine Digital Edition


The Old Schoolhouse Magazine has long been my favorite homeschooling publication.  Over my 10 years of homeschooling, I have subscribed to various magazines, newsletters and informational outlets, but none has ever suited me as well as TOS.  The articles, the ads, the input from other ordinary homeschool moms, the tips, the unit studies and all of the rest of the valuable content meet a variety of needs for a variety of homeschool situations.  Other publications that I have subscribed to in the past have often seemed to have a specific “bent” or “focus” that was not always where I was at the moment.  But TOS has so much information and encouragement for so many types of people that it is relevant to nearly everyone.  And as I have grown, changed, and evolved as a homeschooler, it continues to be relevant and applicable to my situation and changing needs. 


Now TOS Magazine has gone digital!  You have a choice of either a print subscription or a digital subscription – delivered to your inbox before the print copy would make it to your mailbox.  The layout and the content of the two are exactly alike – only one you hold in your hand, the other you look at on your screen.  One you flip pages with your fingers, the other you click an arrow and the pages turn by themselves.  


There are some nice features of a digital magazine, key among them being “options.”  When an article mentions an online resource and provides a link, you can just click and check it out instead of taking the magazine to your computer and typing it in.  You can adjust the settings to suit your needs, such as larger print or a one or two-page spread.  The magazine is downloadable so that you can read it whenever you want from your hard drive.  And when you read an article that would encourage the heart of a friend, a simple click will allow you to email that article.  


Digital magazines are not for everyone.  Personally, I don’t care for reading on a screen.  Between managing an online business, preparing and planning for school and keeping up with friends and family around the world, I spend more time than I care to at the computer.  When I get my new TOS magazine in the mail, it goes next to my purse in the kitchen.  That way I can read little bits between kitchen tasks and grab it as we run out the door to soccer, ballet, piano or appointments.  Or I can sit with my feet up in a rocker and read an article when the few odd spare moments hit me!  However, I do think that TOS digital is the perfect solution for some people.  


Last year we lived overseas for 7 months.  I can tell you that I missed my TOS magazines!  We didn’t have any postal service, so my mom kept them for me to read when I got back, but I would have LOVED to have a digital subscription during that time!  I have other homeschooling friends that live overseas where their postal service does not allow them to receive magazines for various reasons, but they do have access to the internet.  The digital subscription would be perfect for downloading and reading from a computer.  This would also be handy for people that move around a lot and have trouble receiving mail at a specific address.


Also the digital subscription opens up the magazine to the visually impaired.  I know of several homeschooling families where one or both parents are blind.  Having a digital subscription would allow them to receive a quality magazine to encourage them and bless them.  Their reading software could read the magazine to them, allowing them a respite from a taxing job, even for people with 20/20 vision. 


I’m sure there are other situations where a digital subscription would be a blessing and a lifesaver for weary moms.  So while it may not be for everyone, TOS’s digital subscription may be just the thing for you, or someone you know.  At a price well below the print subscription rate, it will also save you money in a flagging economy – and you still get a bunch of free gifts, also digital!  If you haven’t considered The Old Schoolhouse magazine for your encouragement, give it a try.  You’ll be glad you did!   

