The Schoolhouse Planner
Wow!  My initial impression of this fantastic product is that it has been mis-named.  I think it should be called “The Ultimate Home-School Reference Manual!”  This is definitely more than a planner!
Being an “organization junkie” I have been intrigued with this product since it was announced, but was a bit uncertain of its format.  Don’t get me wrong, I really like e-books for some things – but I wasn’t sure this would be one of them.  I’m a paper-planner.  I like to have all my plans printed out in front of me and glance through them all at once.  Plus, I wasn’t sure someone else was going to be able to design forms that really “fit” for me.  
Thus I was excited to have the chance to review this product.  I found it to be more than I bargained for.  As I already said, this is much more than a planner.  I think one of my favorite parts of the book, in fact, are all the reference sheets that are included – everything from lists of presidents, measurement conversions, invention timelines, original historical documents, and, my personal favorite, a history timeline.  Having these things all in one place is, in itself, quite valuable.  But then, there is so much more, recipes (that use real ingredients that you’ve heard of and that people actually eat!), articles to encourage you in all aspects of home education, and FORMS!!  
Oh the forms!  Now here was where I was skeptical.  Digital forms?  I knew they were interactive, but what, exactly, was that going to look like?   First of all, the numbers of forms included in this planner/reference manual is immense.  I guess that could be good, or bad, depending on how you feel about organizing and planning forms.  You will undoubtedly find a lot of what you are looking for, regardless.  With the interactive format, you can either print the form out blank, creating your own blank planning notebook, and fill it in with pen or pencil – or, you can fill in all the information right on your computer and then print it out – giving your planner or school reference manual a professional, customized look.  One of the great things about having so many forms is that even if you don’t use all of them, they are a wonderful reference tool for dozens of school and home activities – record keeping, field trip planning and documentation, nature journals, reading logs, curriculum ordering, housecleaning, budgeting, chores, healthcare notes, gardening and so many more it would be tedious to mention them all!  
This “planner” is really a “one-stop-shop” for all of your homeschool planning and reference needs.  Even if you don’t intend to use the planner as a “book,” you can view it as a “form bank” containing any type of organizational form that you could imagine that can be printed off or viewed at your leisure.  Wondering when Herbert Hoover was president?  Wonder no more!  It’s in there.  Can’t remember the symbol for gold on the periodic table?  That’s there too.  Forgot one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World?  There…  Need to know the capital of Azerbaijan?  Also there!  

In short, this is an amazing tool.  That does not, however, leave it without its drawbacks.  One drawback is that I now have carpal tunnel syndrome from scrolling through the 247 pages!  On the initial Table of Contents, at the beginning of the book, all of the articles, lists, recipes, forms, etc. are listed as live links, so you can jump to that specific form from the beginning.  But, when you get to each individual sections (monthly calendars and resource lists, school forms and household forms), the forms and lists are itemized again at the beginning of each section, but they are not “live,” so you have to scroll to get to them.  
Another possible drawback with the digital format, is that if you are thrilled with absolutely everything in The Schoolhouse Planner, and want it in print for easy reference outside of your computer, that will take a lot of ink, quite a bit of paper and not a little technical know-how (unless you don’t care about having it printed on both sides).  I know that The Old Schoolhouse is looking at producing a print version for next year, however, so your dilemma may be solved in that regard.  
Additionally, it is a tad pricey – but you know the old saying – “You get what you pay for.”  That is never truer than with this product.  I have looked at many, many planners, and this is by far the most comprehensive and innovative product that I have seen of its kind.  Having seen and experienced the planner for myself, I would say that in “usage value” terms, it is worth the price.  In fact, even families that do not homeschool would find enough in this book to make it worth their money!  Check it out and download samples for yourself at The Schoolhouse Store – 

http://www.theoldschoolhousestore.com/index.php?main_page=index
