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Sometimes, a mom just can’t do it all!  Life happens, and a homeschool “relief plan” is in order.  It is in times like these: a new baby is born, a major illness puts mom out of commission for a while, the house is in chaos during a move, or other disruptions throw the usual schedule out of whack – when some help seems like it would be just the answer for a month or two.  

Time 4 Learning could be that life-saver for you.  T4L is an educational website for students in grades PreK – 8 that is fun and friendly and interactive.  All core subjects are covered according to national standards and the child progresses at their own pace as they complete assignments.  
The on-line, web-based program (no software to download!) is available for a monthly fee of $19.95 for the first student, and $14.95 for each additional student.  You sign no contracts and can cancel at any time.  In addition, they have a 14 day, money-back guarantee.  

The way it works is that a parent signs up and then sets up student accounts for the children they want to have participate.  Parents are relied upon for placement of each student in the appropriate level of activity.  Additionally, parents can access progress reports on their students and set the parameters for how long the child spends on the program, how long each lesson time is and which activities they can access.  Based on the parameters set by the parent, a student completes a lesson and then is allowed to go to the “Playground,” which is a plethora of educational games throughout the world wide web that are selected for that child’s level.  When their playground time is completed, they return to lessons.  
Language arts, math, science and social studies are covered comprehensively for all grade levels.  Within each subject area, there are choices that can be made on the specific topics to be covered or the activities to complete.  Online learning is interactive and is comprised of a variety of activities, such as games, writing assignments, reading assignments, animated videos, quizzes and online tools.  Many of the lessons also have accompanying printable worksheets for additional practice.  

Now, there is one caveat in all this.  Time 4 Learning is a secular program, and thus you will find the same types of problems as you might find in a public school textbook or workbook.  There are references to evolution, some crude humor, and references to topics that you might not prefer to bring up in your school (such as drugs, bullying, etc) – though most of these occur in the upper levels.  T4L is attempting, however, to make their product acceptable to the Christian community and is taking steps to modify accordingly.  One of the recent additions is a “Christian Perspective” forum, where parents can post activities that had material that they felt was objectionable in a certain category and discuss various issues that may arise.  These particular activities could then be avoided.  
Personally, I couldn’t see using this program on an on-going basis, but I can think of a few occasions when it would be very useful.  First of all, if you have a child who struggles in a certain area, and everything you have done to explain it has led to nothing but frustration, using this program for a month or two might be just the ticket to breaking through that wall!  And it’s cheaper than hiring a tutor.  Secondly, if you take summers off, but hate the loss of brain cells that you see when you start back up again in the fall, this could keep that gray matter active while you take some time off.  Thirdly, if you are going through a crisis (big or small) and “doing school” just takes a back-burner by necessity, but you don’t really want to lose ground, this could be your fall-back for that temporary period of time.  

Again, even for these situations, you will probably want to monitor the activities to some degree, since it is secular in nature.  That said, despite a few questionable areas, the format really is enjoyable and covers a lot of ground – some that I have yet to cover in my school!  And, for the true test of endorsement, all three of my children – ages 5, 11 and 13 – enjoyed the time they spent using the program and were sorry when the trial period for review ended.
Watch the demos and read much more on this program on their website at: 
www.Time4Learning.com       
