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This is truly an innovative product.  I remember debating with myself about buying this product a couple of years ago when my daughter was really struggling with learning her times tables.  I didn’t buy it, thinking I could just “keep plugging” and eventually she’d get it.  And she did – but it would have been with far fewer tears and frustration if I had bought this wonderful product!!  


In this flip chart story book, each of the numbers is assigned a character (which looks like the number) and then there are stories told about these characters.  Children memorize the “catch line” from the story and it serves as a visual and aural mnemonic for that particular multiplication problem.  For visual learners – this is THE product to buy for math!  For creative geniuses, who can not wrap their head around the concreteness of math – this is the ticket!  

Here’s an example of how these stories help you remember the problems.  The number “7” is a lady named Mrs. Week.  The number “9” is a tree with a treehouse in the circle.  So, here is the catch line for 7x9 – “Mrs. Week went to the Treehouse and raked up 6 bags of leaves by 3 o’clock.”  Students who are familiar with Mrs. Week (7) and the Treehouse (9) will visualize the pictures (which is provided) of Mrs. Week with a rake under the Treehouse with 6 bags of leaves at 3:00 (which is pictured in the sun overhead).  Another example using those same numbers is the equation 9x9.  Here is the “catch line” for that one – “There were two Treehouses.  The first Treehouse grew 8 apples and the second grew only 1 apple.”  The picture is complete with the two Treehouses (made from the number 9) and baskets underneath of each of them, the first with 8 apples in it and the second with only 1 (81). 

An instruction manual comes with the flip chart of stories that give you step-by-step instructions on how to teach these concepts using these creative characters.  I assure you that if times tables are tripping up your student, this would be one tool you would want to invest in.  You’ll be glad you did – instead of wishing you had, like me!  This will be the best $30 you ever spent on math!  Buy it here – www.timestales.com.  
Clean ‘N’ Flip Charts

I have one child who is just sort of innately neat.  I have another child who can’t tell the difference between a “clean” room and a natural disaster zone!  The first one just understands intuitively how to clean up a room and do a good job.  The other one – well…  
[image: image2.png]



This particular product is a godsend to a child who doesn’t just “get it.”  This set comes with 3 illustrated, laminated flip charts that demonstrate how to clean a room, how to do laundry and how to zone clean a house.  I handed the room cleaning chart to my “not-so-neatly-inclined” child and amazingly it clicked!  The set also comes with a wipe-off pen for marking off the boxes in the process shown in the chart.  


I didn’t really see a need, in our family, for the other two charts, since the ones who are old enough already know how to do the laundry and the house cleaning tasks are all set up in a chore chart.  But, I think they would be really useful for younger children who are just learning those tasks.  They would especially appeal to visual learners who need to “see” it to “get it.”  


You can buy each flip chart separately, if there are only certain ones that appeal to you, or buy the whole set (best bargain!) for $29.95.  The Bedroom Cleaning flip chart certainly made a difference in one bedroom of our house!  

Buy them here - http://www.triggermemorysystem.com/CleanNFlip.html.
