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WriteShop
An Incremental Writing Guide – Primary A

It is no secret that teaching writing to children is a daunting task to most home educators.  Sometimes we don’t know how to do it, sometimes we don’t know how to evaluate it, and sometimes we’re just plain scared to try, thinking that we will somehow mess up our child’s academic future.

WriteShop has addressed this need by providing writing curriculum for the very youngest of students right on up.  WriteShop Primary A is an incremental writing curriculum geared at K-2nd graders.  The curriculum is easy to use, with 8 guided and well-written activities in each lesson.  These activities include:

· Guided Writing Practice

· Pre-writing

· Brainstorming

· The Writing Project

· Editing and Revising

· Activity Worksheets

· Publishing Your Project

· More Activities (writing across curriculum, computer activities, and more)

The lessons are easy to understand and each activity set would take about 20 minutes or less to complete.  Lessons each have a theme (animals, trains, etc) and the activities are designed to be appealing to young children.  Some of the positive aspects for the teacher are:

· A thorough introductory section teaching you how to teach the curriculum

· Lists of recommended materials

· Lesson plans for a variety of schedules and circumstances

· Built-in flexible scheduling and planning

· Instructions for setting up an appropriate learning center for writing

· Detailed lessons

Much of the students work is just done on regular paper, or with common school supplies, though there is a consumable student worksheet packet that each child using the program would ideally need.  However, in a pinch, you could easily do the program without it, as most of the activities would not be affected.  

The teacher’s guide as well as the student activity pack are both available either in print or in eBook format.  The price for the student pack is only .45 cents different and the price for the teacher’s guide is only $2 different – so go for the print version, unless the shipping is prohibitive for you.  The cost for the teacher’s guide is $26.95 and the student pack is $4.95.
I believe that using this program with your youngest students will give them a firm foundation for future writing skills, and it will be fairly painless to teach!  Primary B & C are due out in the near future to continue on with writing experience for the early grades as well.  Find out more and see samples at www.writeshop.com.  
