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WriteShop
StoryBuilders Card Sets 

I will admit, when I first heard about this product, I was not impressed.  Prompts for writing stories?  I mean, surely people can come up with their own story ideas, can’t they?  But, that was before I tried them.  For review purposes, I received a set of the World of People StoryBuilders cards and the Christmas Mini-Builders set.  (I’m not sure why they are “mini,” they seem like pretty much the same size to me, but maybe just because it’s season-specific.)  


The StoryBuilders card sets are available in downloadable ebook format.  There are 4 sets of cards – character cards, character trait cards, setting cards and plot cards.  These are all color coded, either by the card itself, or by the print (if you print them all on white card stock), you pick.  Along with the card set comes a set of instructions on how to print them, organize them and use them.  There really are a number of ways you could use these card sets, and all of them would be fun.  

The first activity I did with my children (5th & 9th) was to have them randomly select one card from each category.  I selected some too.  Then I set the timer for 10 minutes and using only the cards we had drawn, we had to quickly write a short story.  The results were hilarious!  Plus, it was a great exercise in creative thinking and writing, as some of the combinations required some real thinking to come up with a cohesive story from the selections!  The fact that I did it with them made it all the more fun and we all enjoyed reading our creations out loud when we were finished.  The second activity we did was to allow each of them to choose a card from each category, but this time they could read them and pick out cards that appealed to them.  Then they had to write a 2-page story using those cards.  The results of those were cute as well, and the prompts on the cards drew out a lot more creativity than what would normally have been demonstrated in a short story writing project!  


The card sets are very reasonably priced at $7.95 each (only $3.95 for the Christmas set) and the cardstock and 3.5” index card box to store them will run you about an additional $5.  So, for under $15, you have a really fun tool to get the creative juices of your budding writers flowing.  WriteShop has other products as well, including complete writing instruction courses.   After trying their StoryBuilders cards, I would be apt to give their writing courses a try as well. 

http://www.writeshop.com
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